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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The Town of North East Invests in Main Street to Enhance Aesthetics, Accessibility, and Tourism —
With the Goal of Increasing Economic Vitality

North East, MD — Under the direction of Mayor Kelly Benson, the Town of North East is proud to
announce a series of investments in its Main Street corridor aimed at enhancing aesthetics, boosting
accessibility, and expanding tourism efforts — all with the ultimate goal of driving economic vitality and
community pride. With a variety of completed and upcoming projects, the Town is positioning itself as
both a charming local hub and a Chesapeake destination — one that we can all be proud to call home.

These improvements are made possible through a strategic blend of funding sources, including the
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), competitive state grant awards, and Town resources.

So far, the Town has completed a variety of Main Street enhancements, including:

e For the first time in Town history, Mayor Benson has included dedicated Main Street marketing
funds in the Town’s annual budget — enabling an expanded partnership with Cecil County
Tourism to boost regional visibility through initiatives like eye-catching “moving billboards” on
trucks traveling between Philadelphia and Baltimore.

e  Hired a full-time grant writer to pursue state and federal funding opportunities—
an investment expected to yield long-term returns and reduce reliance on local tax dollars.

e Continued investments in seasonal landscaping and flower displays keep Main Street colorful
and inviting year-round — while our long-running street sweeping keeps our community clean.

e Decorative posts and upgraded signage are already in place, with wayfinding signage coming
soon to help residents and visitors navigate downtown more easily — reinforcing a consistent
and attractive look throughout Main Street.

e Electric service has been added to all 13 pedestrian poles, setting the stage for more lighting
displays during holidays and community events.

e Anew digital traffic sign is now helping spread the word about all the exciting events happening
in the Town of North East.

e A combined $300,000 investment in the community park — paired with a strong partnership
with Cecil County Parks & Recreation — is bringing new life to public spaces! Families can look
forward to new and improved amenities and expanded family-friendly programming designed to
draw residents and visitors into Town while activating our public spaces.
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The Town is working closely with the State Highway Administration to install new signage along
Route 40 and MD 272 near I-95 to help travelers find their way into our beautiful community.

In Fall 2024, we even welcomed former Governor Larry Hogan to Main Street — a proud
moment that brought extra visibility to our revitalization efforts.

And we’re not stopping there! In the coming months, the Town looks forward to:

Launching a Fagade Grant Program to assist businesses in improving their storefront facades in
matching the community’s distinctive maritime aesthetic

Installing security cameras along Main Street to support public safety.

Conducting a feasibility study to improve pedestrian and bike access throughout North East —
connecting Main Street with neighborhoods, parks, and the waterfront.

Exploring new parking solutions to make visits easier and even more enjoyable during peak
tourism season.

Mayor Benson is optimistic that these investments along with continued efforts will assist in putting
North East on the map:

“When people think about visiting Maryland, everyone has their favorite Chesapeake town. But no
matter who you ask, there are certain places that belong on every must-visit list—and | want to make
sure North East is at the very top of that list."
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