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2018 ANNUAL PLANNING REPORT

2018 ANNUAL REPORT OF
THE TOWN OF NORTH EAST PLANNING COMMISSION

CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION

In accordance with the provisions of the Annotated Code of Maryland. Land Use. Section 1-207.
Annual Report-In general. The Planning Commission shall prepare, adopt and file an annual
report for the previous calendar year with the legislative body. The Town of North East
Planning Commission hereby adopts the 2018 Annual Report of the North East Planning
Commission, filing same with the Mayor and Commissioners and the Secretary of the Maryland
Department of Planning.

North East Planning Commission

Mark T. Dobbins, Chairman

Date
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MAYOR
Robert F. McKnight

VICE-MAYOR

Michael Kline
COMMISSIONERS
Eric B. Braley (until 03/14/2018)
Hilary A. Crothers-Moore
Michael Kline
Paul A. Stark (resigned July 11, 2018)
Raymond Mitchell (elected 02/14/2018)
Cynthia G. Billig (appointed July 26, 2018)

EX-OFFICIO TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION

Eric B. Braley (until 3/14/2018)

Raymond Mitchell (appointed 3/14/2018)

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

Melissa B. Cook-MacKenzie

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

Ken Natale
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TOWN ELECTION- 2018

Swomn in by Mayor McKnight, Commissioner Raymond Mitchell was elected for a two year
term and Commissioner Crothers-Moore was re-elected for a two year term.

Cynthia Billig was sworn in as Town Commissioner on July 25, 2018
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Planning Commission Members

Mark Dobbins, Chairman
Valerie Combs, Vice-Chair
Michael Nair
Judy Duffy
Commissioner Raymond Mitchell appointed 3/2018

(Commissioner Eric B. Braley, Ex-Officio until 3/2018)

NORTH EAST PLANNING COMMISSION

The North East Planning Commission, acting under authority granted by the Annotated Code of
Maryland. Land Use which regulates the development of land in the Town of North East. The
Planning Commission consists of five members appointed by the Mayor and Commissioners.
The Planning Commission’s duties are outlined in the North East North East Zoning Ordinance.

When the Planning Commission has business to conduct, they meet on the first Tuesday of each
month beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the North East Town Hall Meeting Room, 106 South Main
Street. In addition, special meetings or workshops may be held throughout the year. The
Planning Commission meetings are open to the public.
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PLANNING STAFF

Zoning Administrator

Melissa B. Cook-MacKenzie

Director of Planning

Betsy Vennell

Planning and Zoning Assistant
Lisa Rhoades

Secretary to the Planning Commission

Lisa Rhoades

Town Attornev

Dennis S. Clower, Esquire
David Beste, Esquire

Town Engineers

CNA, Inc.
Entech Engineering

Contracted Services

Jodie Shivery, Ecologically Sound Landscapes
Patricia Lemmerman, ASLA (retired February 2019)



2018 ANNUAL PLANNING REPORT

1.

POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

The powers and duties of the North East Planning Commission are found in the North East
Zoning Ordinance, Section 9-5. Powers and Duties of the Planning Commission.

The Planning Commission may:

()

(b)

(c)

(d)

(¢)
®

(&)

Make studies and recommendations to the Mayor and Commissioners plans,
goals, and objectives relating to the growth, including annexations, development
and redevelopment of the Town and develop a comprehensive plan in accordance
with the provisions of the Annotated Code of Maryland. Land Use.

Develop and recommend to the Mayor and Commissioners policies, ordinances,
administrative procedures and other means for carrying out plans in a coordinated

and efficient manner.

Make recommendations to the Mayor and Commissioners concerning proposed
zoning classifications and reclassifications.

Hear and decide applications for land development and approve subdivision plats
and site development plans.

Make recommendations to the Board of Appeals on special exceptions.

Prepare and forward to the Mayor and Commissioners an annual report in
accordance with the Annotated Code of Maryland. Land Use.

Exercise any other powers as set forth in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Land
Use.

The Planning Commission may adopt rules and regulations regarding its governing
procedures and operations not inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance.

The Planning Commission may delegate authority for review and approval action to the
Town Administrator as deemed appropriate.
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NORTH EAST COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

The Comprehensive Plan is the official statement of the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town
of North East setting forth policies concerning desirable future growth, which serves as a general
guide to public and private development decisions. Once adopted, it becomes the basis for the
preparation of specific policies, programs and legislation, such as zoning and subdivision
regulations, and other actions, which implement the growth policies set forth in the Plan.

The Plan is comprised of several major elements that are prepared in such a manner that they
form an integrated, unified document for guiding future growth and development. As a policy
document, it is general, comprehensive, and long range in nature. It is comprehensive in that it
encompasses the entire geographic area of the Town and includes all functional elements that
bear upon its physical development, such as transportation, land use, and community facilities. It
is general in that it summarizes policies and proposals but does not establish detailed regulations.
It is long range in that it looks beyond current issues to problems and opportunities related to
future growth over the next twenty years.

Pursuant to the Annotated Code of Maryland, Land Use. Section 1-416. Plan Revision. (a). At
least once every 10 years, each planning commission shall review the comprehensive plan, and,
if necessary, revise or amend the comprehensive plan to include

(1) The elements required under Part IT Comprehensive Plans

(2) The visions set forth in 1-201

The last review of the North East Comprehensive Plan by the North East Planning Commission
occurred in 2010-2012. The Mayor and Commissioners approved Resolution 2012-11-01 and
Resolution 2012-11-02, which officially adopted the updated “North East Comprehensive Plan”.

There were no amendments to the North East Comprehensive Plan in 2018. Pursuant to a
recommendation from the Maryland Department of Planning, the Town will begin updates to the
Comprehensive Plan after the 2020 CENSUS results are in.
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Changes to Development Patterns in North East

Pursuant to the Land Use Article §1-207(c)(1), changes to the development patterns in 2018 included
the annexation of property owned by SYE, LLC. The subject property includes approximately
2.1335 acres (92935.26 square feet); found on Tax Map 0025; Parcel 0094, and identified as 10
Bradley Lane, North East, located on the West Side of Rogers Road, North East, Maryland.
Recorded among the Land Records of Cecil County, Maryland. Book CMN 3906; Page 348.
Zoning designation: Highway Commercial with the Highway Corridor Overlay District.

Town of North East Growth Area Map
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PROCESS IMPROVEMENTS

North East Zoning Ordinance Amendments

There was one amendment to North East Zoning Ordinance in 2018:

North East Subdivision Regulations

The Town of North East repealed the current Subdivision Regulations, effective 11-24-18
The Town of North East adopted new Subdivision Regulations, effective 11-24-18.

Code of Ordinances of the Town of North East: Road Code
Standard Specifications and Details

There were no amendments to the Code of Ordinances, Road Code Standard Specifications and
Details in 2018.

Public Roads Dedicated to the Town in 2018

There were no public roads dedicated to the Town in 2018.

PROJECT STATISTICS

Annexations: 1
Concept Preliminary Subdivision: 1

Preliminary Minor Subdivisions: 0
Final Minor Subdivisions: 0
Preliminary Major Subdivisions: 4
Final Major Subdivisions: 2
Rezoning Applications: 0
Special Exception Applications: 1
Modified Site Plans: 0
Concept Site Plans: 2
Preliminary Site Plan: 1
Final Site Plans: 1

11
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BUDGET

The Town operates on a fiscal year beginning July 1, 2018 and ending June 30, 2019. The
approved operating budget for the Planning Department for the fiscal year 2018 was
$126,394.00.

GRANTS

Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Grant $5,000.00
Chesapeake Bay Trust Grant $13,400.00

ANNEXATIONS

In accordance with the North East Zoning Ordinance, Article 9. Section 9-5.1. (a) The North
East Planning Commission may make studies and recommend to the Mayor and Commissioners,
plans, goals and objectives relating to annexations. In 2018, the Town received 1 petition for
annexation:

Annexation Request filed by SYE, LLC. The subject property includes approximately 2.1335
acres (92935.26 square feet); found on Tax Map 0025; Parcel 0094, and identified as 10 Bradley
Lane, North East, located on the West Side of Rogers Road, North East, Maryland. Recorded
among the Land Records of Cecil County, Maryland. Book CMN 3906; Page 348. Zoning
designation: Highway Commercial with the Highway Corridor Overlay District.

The North East Planning Commission recommended approval of Annexation Resolution C-
2018-09-01-A and Annexation Plan Resolution C-2018-09-02-A to the Mayor and
Commissioners. The Mayor and Commissioners approved and signed both resolutions on
October 24, 2018. The annexation became effective on December 8, 2018.
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PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS AND WORKSHOPS

The Planning Commission conducted 13 meetings in 2018.

SITE PLANS

North East Elementary School Parking Lot Expansion: Concept Site and Landscape Plan
North East Elementary School Parking Lot Expansion: Preliminary/Final Site Plan
North East Commons, LLC: Cross Dock Facility: Architectural Building Review-Highway
Corridor Overlay District
North East Commons: Concept Site Plan
North East Commons, LLC: Monument Sign-Architectural HCOD Review

SUBDIVISIONS
® Ridgely Forest Master Planned Community: Change of the number of housing unit types
and architectural styles (from the originally approved Master Planned Community
Guidelines in 2007/2008).
e Ridgely Forest Preliminary/Final Subdivision Plat-Remaining Lands of Phase 1:
Reduction from 129 to 78 residential dwelling unit lots
Ridgely Forest Preliminary Subdivision Plat, Section 1: 35 single family lots
Ridgely Forest Preliminary Subdivision Plat Section 2: 33 single family lots
Ridgely Forest Preliminary Subdivision Plat Section 4: 40 single family lots
Ridgely Forest Final Subdivision Plat Section 1: 35 single family lots
Ridgely Forest Section 1: Landscape, Open Space, Street Lighting, Street Signs
North East Commons Concept Major Subdivision Plat: 5 lots
Ridgely Forest Master Planned Community Guidelines and “MPC” Concept Plan:
Housing unit types, architectural plans and concept lot layout
e Ridgely Forest Section 2: Landscape Plan

SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS

Case A-2018-03-SE: Applicant, Warren M. Beverung, 11, 29 South Main Street, North East,
Maryland, is requesting a special exception for the purpose of obtaining an on premise alcohol
beverage license for 26 South Main Street, North East, Maryland in conjunction with a
Restaurant. Property owner: South Main Street Properties, LLC, 1304 Business Center Way,
Suite 201, Edgewood, Maryland. Also found on Tax Map 400, Parcel 0270 in the General
Commercial Zoning District. The Planning Commission recommended approval of the special
exception.

I3
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ADDITIONAL TOPICS REVIEWED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION

The North East Planning Commission reviewed the following in 2018:

e Maryland Department of Transportation 2018 Priorities Request Letter: Recommendation
of approval to the Mayor and Commissioners.
e 2018 Annual Planning Report: Recommendation of approval to the Mayor and

Commissioners

* Annexation of SYE LLC: Recommendation of approval to the Mayor and
Commissioners

® North East Subdivision Regulations: Recommendation of approval to the Mayor and
Commissioners.

BOARD OF APPEALS MEMBERS

Gabrielle Oldham, Chairman

Peg Hardin, Vice-Chairman

Maurice Tenney

Raymond Mitchell

(Resigned in March 2018 to accept a position on the Town Board)

S.J. Anderson
BOARD OF APPEALS POWERS AND DUTIES

The Board of Appeals, acting under authority granted by the Annotated Code of Maryland. Land
Use. Subtitle 3. Board of Appeals. Section 4-301. Required. The Board consists of five members
and one alternate member, appointed by the Mayor and Commissioners. The Board of Appeals
duties are outlined in the North East Zoning Ordinance.

The powers and duties of the Board of Appeals are found in the North East Zoning Ordinance,

Section 9-11. Duties of the Board of Appeals:

1. The Board of Appeals shall hear and decide:

a.

Appeals from any order, decision, requirement or interpretation made by the
Zoning Administrator, Planning Commission, or Town Administrator.

Applications for Special Exception Uses.
Applications for Variances.

Any other matter the Board is required to act upon by Town Ordinance.

14
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The Board of Appeals has scheduled meetings on the fourth Thursday of each month, beginning
at 7:00 p.m. in the North East Town Hall Meeting Room, 106 South Main Street, North East. If
there are no agenda items, the Chairman of the Board may choose to cancel the meeting. All
Board of Appeals meetings are open to the public.

NORTH EAST BOARD OF APPEALS-CASES

The Board of Appeals heard a total of 3 Cases in 2018.

SPECIAL EXCEPTION

Case A-2018-03-SE: Applicant, Warren M. Beverung, III, 29 South Main Street, North East,
Maryland, is requesting a special exception for the purpose of obtaining an on premise alcohol
beverage license for 26 South Main Street, North East, Maryland in conjunction with a
Restaurant. Property owner: South Main Street Properties, LLC, 1304 Business Center Way,
Suite 201, Edgewood, Maryland. Also found on Tax Map 400, Parcel 0270 in the General
Commercial Zoning District. The Board of Appeals approved the special exception for an on
premise alcohol beverage license in conjunction with their restaurant.

VARIANCES

Case A-2018-01-V: A Variance application was filed by the Cecil County Board of Education:
North East Elementary School requesting a 15” foot front yard setback variance from the 25° foot
requirement, for the purpose of installing a new student drop-off/pick-up area and overflow
parking lot, fronting Thomas Avenue. Also found on Tax Map 401; Parcel 27. Zoning District:
“R-1" Single Family Residential. The Board granted the 15° foot front yard setback variance
request with conditions.

Case A-2018-02-V: A Variance application filed by Kelly Benson, Bay Venture Outfitters, W.
Church Point Road, North East, Maryland. Property Owner: Vestry of North Elk Parish, St Mary
Anne’s Episcopal Church, 315 South Main Street, North East, Maryland. Applicant requested a
55 foot Buffer variance from the 110" foot Critical Area Buffer requirement for the purpose of
installing a 192 square foot utility building to serve an existing kayak rental business. Also found
on Tax Map 401; Parcel 0257. Zoning District: VM, Village Marine. The Board granted the 55
foot Buffer variance with conditions.
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