Page 2 of 4    
Town Board Draft Minutes February 22, 2017       
Page 4 of 4    
Town Board Approved Minutes March 8, 2017       

  




MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS    
TOWN OF NORTH EAST      
106 S. MAIN STREET      
NORTH EAST, MARYLAND 21901    
February 22, 2017      
The Town Meeting was called to order by Mayor Robert F. McKnight at 7:00 P.M.  Present were Commissioners Paul Stark, Michael Kline, Eric Braley and Hilary Crothers-Moore. Also present were Police Chief Darrell Hamilton, Maintenance Supervisor Phillip Meekins, Director of Finance and Administration Ken Natale, Director of Planning Betsy Vennell and Head Clerk Stephanie Racine-Dean. Town Administrator Melissa B. Cook-MacKenzie was absent from the meeting.           
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a moment of silence was observed.      
-OATH OF OFFICE- 
Charlene M. Notarcola, Clerk of Circuit Court for Cecil County administered the Oath of Office to Mayor Robert F. McKnight on February 22, 2017. His term expires March 2019.  
Mayor McKnight administered the Oath of Office to Commissioner Paul Stark on February 22, 2017. His term expires in March 2019. 


 Mayor McKnight administered the Oath of Office to Commissioner Michael Kline on February  
22, 2017. His term expires in March 2019. 
-APPROVAL OF MINUTES-      
A motion to approve the minutes of February 8, 2017 was made by Commissioner Crothers-Moore, seconded by Commissioner Kline and approved by all.  Commissioner Braley and Commissioner Stark abstained from voting as they were not present for the February 8, 2017 meeting.     
-PUBLIC HEARING- 
Ordinance No. 2017-02-01 – North East Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
 
The Public Hearing for the Ordinance No. 2017-02-01 North East Zoning Ordinance Amendment  
was called to order by Mayor McKnight at 7:06 p.m.  
Mayor McKnight welcomed the public, the purpose of the hearing was to hear public comment about the proposed zoning ordinance which would allow cross dock facilities in certain zoning districts by right.  
Mrs. Betsy Vennell, Director of Planning and Zoning stated the Planning Commission recommended approval of the ordinance at its meeting on Tuesday, February 7, 2017. On Wednesday, February 8, 2017 during  the Town Board Meeting, Mrs. Cook-MacKenzie entered into the record a copy of the Ordinance   Mrs. Vennell stated the Planning Office has not received any comments regarding the Ordinance and no one signed up to testify from the public. Mayor McKnight closed the public hearing at 7:08 p.m.  
-ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION AND ORDINANANCES-       
Ordinance No. 2017-02-01 re: North East Zoning Ordinance Amendment  
A motion to approve the Ordinance No. 2017-02-01 was made by Commissioner Kline, seconded by Commissioner Stark and approved by all. 
-GUEST-  
Mr. Brandon M. Freel – Caves Valley Partners, 1 Olympic Place Suite 1210 Towson, Maryland 21204    Mr. Freel wanted to extend his gratitude to the Town of North East for adopting Oridinace 201702-01 and for the professionalism Of the Town’s staff in working with him.  
Mr. Dan Schneckenburger – Councilman District Three, Cecil County     
Mayor McKnight welcomed Mr. Dan Schneckenburger to the Town Board Meeting. Mr. Schneckenburger provided an update on the North East Public Library.  
-PUBLIC COMMENT-      
None.        
-INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES-     
-REPORTS-      
Mayor Robert McKnight      
Mayor McKnight reported he attended a meeting with the County Executive and his tsaff as well as the Cordish Company about the future development of the North East Plaza and the Big Elk Mall.   
Mayor McKnight reported he attended a meet and greet with Director Christopher Moyer, Cecil County Office if Economic Development at the Principio Mansion House, 1723 Principio Furnace Road Perryville, Maryland.  
Mayor McKnight reported he spoke with a representative from Chesapeake Utilities, they will be making a visit to discuss their future plans.    
Mayor McKnight reported he spoke with North East Investment Club on Monday, February 13, 2017 about the Town’s calendar of events.         
Commissioner Stark 
Commissioner Stark entered into the record the January 2017 Crime and Traffic breakdown for the North East Police Department.             
Commissioner Crothers-Moore      
  
None.  
   
Commissioner Braley 
 
None. 
 
Commissioner Kline    
None.   
Director of Finance and Administration, Ken Natale   
Mr. Natale reported Elkton Tile and Carpet installed the new vinyl and carpet and the Maintenance Department worked the week before painting.          
Mr. Natale reported the Town’s bank accounts were officially moved from the PNC to Howard Bank Tuesday, February 21, 2017.          
Superintendent of the Water Department, Ronald Carter 
Mr. Carter gave the January report for both the Rolling Mill and Leslie Water Treatment Plants.  
Mr. Carter gave an update on Town’s issues with TOC violations. The water plant has started using acid in one part of the treatment process which resulted a fifty eight percent of reduction in TOC’s well above the Town’s target for reduction. If this is done throughout the year, it will cost around $17,000.00. Mr. Carter is also looking into other alternatives Maryland Department of Environment is pleased with the results they have received from the town.   
Mr. Carter reported as of March 1, 2017 HIE will no longer be the contractor for the water repairs. Mr. Carter is in the processes of looking for another contractor.            
-UNFINISHED BUSINESS-      
Mayor McKnight   
Mayor McKnight asked the Board’s approval to purchase a 2017 Chevy Traverse for $27,738.00 Per the Maintenance Supervisor, Phil Meekins, striping and decals would be an additional $250.00. This car would be used by Town Hall staff, particularly for Code Enforcement. The other vehicles assigned to Town Hall have broken down.            
A motion to approve the 2017 Chevy Traverse was made by Commissioner Kline, seconded by Commissioner Stark and approved by all. 
-NEW BUSINESS-   
Mr. Natale reported the Gateway Sign coming into town on the south side was damaged due to the storm. The amount to replace, $6935.00 with a deductible of $1000.00.      
A motion to approve the Gateway Sign was made by Commissioner Stark, seconded by Commissioner Crothers-Moore and approved by all. 
-MISCELLANEOUS-      
 
Commissioner Braley congratulated Mayor McKnight, Commissioner Stark and Commissioner Kline  
on their reappointment.    
Director of Finance and Administration Ken Natale reminded the Board of the Work Session for the Water Rate Study Wednesday, March 8, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.  
-APPROPRIATIONS-      
A motion to approve the invoices presented for payment was made by Commissioner Braley, seconded by Commissioner Crothers-Moore and approved by all.      
-BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR-      
-ADJOURNMENT-      
With there being no further business to discuss, a motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Stark, seconded by Commissioner Crothers-Moore and approved by all. The meeting adjourned at 7:23 P.M.      
Attest:                                                       Respectfully submitted,     
 
___________________________   
     ___________________________________    
 Robert F. McKnight, Mayor                     Stephanie Racine-Dean, Head Clerk      
Town Board Meeting January 11, 2017    
Town Board Meeting January 11, 2017    

