Chapter 3

Transportation

Overview

The movement of people and goods is an important concern to the Town of North East
making the Transportation element especially significant. Providing a safe and efficient
transportatiometwork with minimal disruption can sometimes be difficult to achieve.
The Transportation element must be closely coordinated with other elements of the Plan
to ensure that transportation plans and policies complement and promote those of other
sections.

The North East MunicipalGrowth Element identifies suitable areas for municipal
expansion and establishes a ttieyed priority for growth and development. Those
priority areas and the uses identified for those tracts combine to determine where
additiona study and evaluation of existing and future transportation capacity should be
focused.

The goals and objectivdisted belowpr ovi de gui dance regarding t
enhance the safety, convenience, and functionality of existing faciliticlitamd system
expansions and improvements. Building upon the goals and policies in the 1992
Economic Growth, Resource Protection, and Planning Act, more recent State legislation
addressed priorities for public investments in infrastructdirking infrastructure
capacity to priorities for targeted future growt#ind expanded planning visions that
address gality of life, sustainability,public participation and community designA
package of Billscollectively known ashte Smart and Sustainable Growbt of 2009
strengthened required consistency between Plan content and implementation ordinances.
The 2009 Act requires documentation abtadal efforts to addres®lan gpals and
implementation othe twelvePlanning Visionghrough revisedannual repding to the
Maryland Department of Planning (MDBi) a uniform set of smart growth measures and
indicators.

Goals

T I mprove the safety and security of the To

1 Provide a functional road and street system for the safegn@nt and efficient
movement of people, goods and services among places of residence, employment,
shopping and recreatioand povide a circulation system which is compatible
with and promotes the logical and rational development of the Town of North
Eag.

11997 Priority Funding Areas Act and House Bill 1141 of the 2006 Maryland
General Assembly

North East Comprehensive Piaa12 31
Town of North East, Maryland



Maximize the desired use of transportation systems while minimasgible
negativeeffectsupon the neighborhoods, the environment, and the general.public

Expand transportation options to include scheduled passenger rail service.
Provide formore and easier bicycle travel within and through Town.

Improve the mobilityand accessf pedestrias andbicyclists inthe Town without
adding to congestion, creating unsafe conditiarsrequiring construction of

major alternative routes.

Expand opportunities for intermodal access and use of public transit services by
pedestrians and bicyclists.

Develop a transportation system that is safe, attractive, and gives careful
consideration to its relationship to the land and the developed areas.

Find ways to improve access to and between waiare modes of travel and
travel options on land.

Incorporde an environmental stewardship ethic into transportation planning
activities within North East and the North East Growth Area.

Use creative funding opportunities to implement transportation goals and
objectives.

Objectives

1

Ensure the trafficcarrying @pacity of the three major routes serving the Town
(US Route 40, MD 272 and MD)7are protected in the event of future
development.

Improve access t@and movement and parking within the Central Business
District.

Provide a street and highway networkemtating theTown, County, andState

roads into an efficient transportation system that expands system capacity in
support of adequate public facilities necessary to accommodate future growth at a
minimum expense to the Town.

Minimize the adverse effectd vehicular traffic on local residential streets when
reviewing new development in the vicinity.

Maximize the capacity, safety, and efficiency of the existing street and highway
system.
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1 Coordinate land use and transportation planning to better peosnwdrt growth
patterns.

1 Coordinate with the State Highway Administration and Cecil County Public
Works Department todentify high rate accident locations by mode and time of
day to determine potential system safety improvemeittsn North East and the
North East growth area

1 Track accident locations over time to evalu#tte success of traffic system
improvements in reducing accidents at high rate accident locations.

T Expand the Townds system of sidewal ks an:«
with regional pedestrian ways.

1 Link existing and planned pedestrian improvements to the system of pedestrian
trails that exist in the vicinity of North Eastith priority on connecting to the Elk
Neck Trail and providing connectivity into the Town Park.

1 Cooperate withwilmington Metropolitan Planning CouncWILMAPCO), Cecil
County, and surrounding communities to create a regionally interconnected
network of bicycle routes that also serves the needs of residents and visitors
within North East

1 Increase pedrianscale lighting in high foot traffic locationdiHe the central
business district and within and near high density residential arezsding
municipal parking lotsto improve safety and convenience and promote walking
in the evening and after sset.

1 Add pedestrian lighting at transit shelters to increase safety and convenience for
transit users in the evening and after sunset, especially in commercial and
employment areas and other higslumefoot traffic locations.

1 Increase the number of busansit stops [and the number of transit shelters]
throughout existing neighborhoods and especially in commercial and employment
sectons of Town and the North Easbgth area.

1 Improve public access to regional and ifrggional destinations by locagna
passenger rail station within convenient pedestrian access of central areas of
North East and provide pedestrian linkages to more distant neighborhoods.

1 Provide a number of pedestrian and bicycle crossings across US 40 to link the
northern and southemarts of North East in safe, convenient, and logical ways to
enhance overall transportation safety and nrmatidal access for all residents and
visitors.
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T Support transportation I nitiatives t hat

enhanced environmental @ity and regional connectivity.

1 Develop and adopt an emergency response plan that coordinates municipal staff
with County and State agency first responders.

1 Maximize access to and use of State and Federal transportation funds to address
thetransportatin needs of North East.

1 Use Maryland Program Open Space funds to implerdesiredpedestrian and
bicycleroutes, paths, and trails.

Existing Transportation Facilities
Highways

North East's location is conveniently accessible to trayddgrUS Route40, MD 272,

and MD 7 all running through the Town'boundaries.Interstate95 is also located
adjacent to the Towndés northern boundary
counts at permanent locations are collected by the Maryland State Highway
Administration. Available traffic counts for the years 2004 through 2010 are included in

a table at the end of this Chapter.

Trucking Routes

Major trucking routes that pass through North East and vicinity include Interstate 95, US
Route 40, and MD 272. latstate 95 antlS Route 40 are the two major truck routes
that impact North East. However, the section of MD 272 that links Interstate 95 to US
Route 40 is subject to significant truck traffic. Trucks account for approximately 25
percent of the averagaitly traffic (ADT) volume on Interstate 95, a little over 5 percent

of the ADT on US Rte 40, and a little over 23 percent on MD 272 (betwe@h and US
Rte40). (Source: State Highway Administration).

Rail Services

The Maryland TransiAdministration (MTA) operates commuter rail service between
Perryville and Penn Station in Baltimore City. The MARC rail service runs from
Perryville to the MARC and VRE systems via Union Station in Washington, D.C., on
existing Amtrak rail lines. North bound passengal service accessing the Northeast
Corridor begins in Newark, DE. Efforts are underway to construct a new passenger
station in Elkton consistent with the recommendations of the Track A Feasibility Study,
Phase | recommendatigrisut completion is not @ected before 2015

Freight service is available via Conrail, Amtrak &@Xrail lines in Newark, Blaware,
approximately thirteen miles east of North East. Amtrak passenger service is available in
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Perryville, about seven miles to the west of North Eastewark, Delawareand in
Wilmington, Delaware, soe 27 miles east of North East.

Transit Services

Cecil Transit ywww.ceciltransit.coh providesbus service between Elkton, North East,
and Perryville in both dactions. The Perryville Connection is a fixed route public bus
transit system in Elkton for all ages that begins at 6:00 a.m. and ends at 6:30 p.m. This
connection travels between Elkton, North East, Perryville, the MARC Train and Perry
Point V.A. Deviaions may be made up to 3/4 mile for functionally disabled individuals
with a C.T. Mobility Pass. To obtain a pass, individuals must make an appointment to be
certified. All deviations must be scheduled in advance thru the Transit office. The C.T.
Cruisermay be used in lieu of "The Bus."

The C.T. Cruiser service is provided Becil Transitand offers curbto-curb service
available on dirstcomefirst-servel basis and is available to the general public, seniors
and persons with functional disabilitidsor appointmentghe County appreciates a two
week noticeif possible. It may be necessary, at times, to reschedule appointments or
have a layover to accommodatariousroutes.Hours of operation are from 8:00 a.in.

4:00 p.m. Personal Care Attendan(sP CA 0 s ) are required for
assistance to board and disembark the bus or passengers who are in a whéciiair.
Transit does not provide PCAOG6s.

* Perryville Connection Bus Route

= Bus Stops

Road Centerlines
Drawn on March 5, 2008 by DRB
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ExistingBus Stopsn the North East area include

sL |
NAZERENE CAMIR RO

RT 40Charlestown Crossing RT 40after Ritchie Brothers
RT40adj acent to Pat 6s RT4Bavedere Road
NE-Mauldin Ave. & Jethro Street NE-Walgreens/Food Lion
NE-Main St. 5 & 10 Antiques NE-Mauldin Ave. & Cecil Ave.

Bus Shelters

Bus Shelters are located on US Routeal@toney Run Apartments, at the North East
Walmart,and at the south end of TownMauldin Ave. & Walnut Street.

Other Specialized Transit Services within Cecil County are provided by the following
providers

Maryland Rural Developmei@orp.

Nazarene Adult Day Care

SHARE Community Rehabilitation Program

Union Hospital Medical Adult Day Care Center

VA Medical Center

Cecil County Activity Center

Cecil County Health Department
Cecil County Community College
Chesapeak€areResources
Department of Social Services

I

Inter-regional Greyhound Service

Greyhound buses sta@t Elkton, North East and Perrywallas part of a company program aimed
at linking rural communities between Baltne and Wilmington Delaware The buses, which
also pick up passengers altimore, White Marsh, Edgewood, Aberdeen, Newark and
Wilmington, stop once daily in each direction at 1 E. Cecilrweeby the Stop and Go
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Commuter Lots

The North East APark and Rided commeéceess | ot i
roadto the Peninsula Industrial Park meets MD 272 [approximately half way betvgEearid
US Rte40].

Sidewalks

There are approximately 10.2 miles of sidewalk within the Town of North East. An additional
4.9 miles of selected sidewalk additions have beepgsed to fill in missing links and promote

a more connected and cohesive pedestrian environment. A series of concept graphics (numbered
1 through 16) are included at the end of this Chapter that pexaftiitional detas.

Crosswalks

Stamped crossalks are located on Main Strestd arantended to provide traffic calming safety
benefits. Other crosswalks throughout Town are currently thermiocptavgtr asphalt. Review

and approval of stamped crosswalks or improvements that involve alternatieeafeab the
normal thermofasic used throughout most areas of Town require the review and approval by
Mayor and Commissioners at the recommendation of the Planning Commission.

Pedestrian Traileand Greenways

Anumberof trails andstelbatededgerenti nhrahe Nor
nearby locations that provide various degrees of connectivity to regional trails and greenways,
both existing and planned. The most signi f |

perspective inclugl a section of the East Coast Greenway and a section of the-BasonTrail
System.

Pedestrian trails have not been formally designated within Town limits. However, planning is
underway to connect existing pedestrian routessatwlvalksto various trd systemsn the area

and a connection between Cecil Avenue in the vicinity of Mechanics Valley Road and the
Townds wat ehbeihgcamteniplatpdaubjéct to nsore detailed study

Bicycle Routes

There are currently ndesignatedbicycle routesvithin the Town of North EastWILMAPCO is
working on a regional countyide bicycle plan which will provide further input and guidance
for Town efforts to designate future bicycle routes and potential bicycle related improvements.
The Town is a partipant in the regional bicycle plan process and will incorporate those routes
that are eventually designated that may pass through North East.

Water Transportation

There is a municipal piest the Town Parkhat provides access both to and frboats The
Park also contains a canoe and kayak launching ramp. The Park servesnagdaing link
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between water and land transportation netwakd provides access and connectivity to the
central business district and other areas in Town

Streets and Highwayg-unctional Classification System

The basis of a lonrgange street improvement program is a system of classification of the
function or level of service the streets and highways are designed to serve. The development of a
functional classification systemllows for the logical coordination of the system of the State
highways and local streets in and around North East. The following identifies major road
classifications applicable to North Ed¢ste Map %

Arterial Highway Arterial highways are the hngst level of highway service amarty large
volumes of regional and interstate traffic. The primary purpose of the afegltavay is to
provide continuous and efficient routes for the movement of high volume toafficeeen towns

or major traffic genetors particularly tfoseof intra-state or intesstate nature Direct access to
adjoining land should not be provideeixcept at certain key pointsArterial highways are
designed to maintain homogeneous neighborhoods and to serve as boletereesvarious
neighborhoods. Ostreet parking should be prohibited on principal artdrighways. In the

North East areaJS Re 40 is considered to be the principal arterial and MD @n2 Main

Street) a minor arterialn 2010, the average daily traffic &S Re 40 was 21,67%ehicles per

day west of MD 272 and 30,901 vehicles per day east of MD 272. MD 272 had an average daily
traffic of approximately 19,080 vehicles per day betweerRtE10 and 195 and 7,470 vehicles

per day near the Town limits on tBeuth end of Town. A detailed summary of average annual
traffic counts in the North East area for the years between 2004 and 2010 are presented in a table
at the end of this Chapter. Counts are collected and reported from permanent traffic count
stationsat selected locations by the Maryland State Highway Administration.

Collectors Both major and minor collectors serve a similar fungttboughtheyvary in volume

and intensity of use. The primary purpose of the collector system is to collect traffiddcal
residential streets and provide for the direct movement of traffic to commercial and industrial
areas and the arterial highways.

Major collectorsconnect areas of relatively dense settlement and often provide access to major
uses-industial, conmercial, and residential. These streets are intended fornieigihborhood

and tho traffic. MD 7 is a major collector in North Ea#tat connects major residential areas

and the arterialdn 2010, MD 7 had an average daily traffic of approximately 2\&hicles per

day at station B1606 (just west of Town).

Minor collectorslink local function roads to higher order roads, provide direct access to abutting
properties, intercept minor streets, and connect with community facilities to serve neighborhood
traffic. In North East, Mechanic's Valley Road and Irishtown Road fall under this category. In
2008 Mechanics Valley Road in the North Eastearhad an average daily traffif
approximately 879 vehicles and Irishtown Road had an average daily traffi¢ wéBicles

The Thomas Avenue and Cemetery Road connection between South Main Street and Cecil
Avenue/MD 7 also serves as a minor collector rooi no traffic counts are available from the
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Cecil County Department of Public Works.
There currently et approximately 4.4 miles of State highway within the Town of North East.

Local Streets.Local streets, including cue-sacs are intended primarily to provide access to
abutting residential property and are designed to discourage their use byl Such streets
assume light traffic flow. All Towsowned streets fall into this categpexcept LumsRoad
Nazarene Camp Road will in all likelihood change in character from a local street to a minor
collector, following construction of North Easilommons shopping center and connection with a
redesigned and signalized intersection at MD Rt. 272 and Rogers Road (as illustrated on Concept
Graphic G7).

There currently exist approximately 12.75 miles of local streets within the Town of North East.

Alleys.The Town permits alleys in new developments. Alleys can provide numerous benefits
when properly laid out, landscaped and maintained. They often provide useful access and
support in commercial areas for loading and unloading and provide an additiamiabplot
accessas well as useful locations for utility corridors and refuse collection. When used in
conjunction with rear loading garages, alleys reduce curb cuts on the streeiscegmse
opportunities for orstreet parkingand enhance the vislity of the streetscape

Level of ServicdLOS)

The ability of a roadway system to carry traffic is qualitatively measurdceasl of Service

(LOS). LOS can be determined at any given intersection or on any given segment of road and is
based on theatio of volume to capacity. Levels of service are often utilized as a measure of
system performance and to define public policy concerning highway performance. They are also
used in traffic impact analysis to determine local traffic impacts of proposeeloppments.
Highway LOS reflects driver satisfaction with a number of factors that influence the degree of
congestion, including speed and travel time, traffic interruptions, freedom to maneuver, safety,
driving comfort and convenience, and delays. Svele of service are used to describe highway
flow conditions (road segments and intersections).

Commonly accepted definitions for each category are:

LOS Arepresents a free flow where individual users are virtually unaffected by others in the
traffic sream.

LOS Bis in the range of stable flow, but the presence of other users in the traffic stream begins to
be noticeable.

LOS Cis also in the range of stable flows, but marks the beginning of the range of flow in which
the operation of individual use becomes significantly affected by interactions with others in the
traffic stream.
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LOS Drepresents high density but stable flow.

LOS Erepresents operating conditions at or near the capacity level.

LOSF is used to define forced or breakdown flow.

For planning purposes, LOS ACo or better is a
urban areas LOS nADo0 is acceptable during the

published by WILMAPCQ-current and futurélevel of servicé issueshave been identified on
MD 272 between MD 7 and9d5.

Cecil County and relationship to the Town of North East transportation plans

There isa compelling need to improve planning for transportation system improvements in the
North Eastplanning areaCec i | Countydos planned growth, area
and it is critical that development [and supporting infrastructure improvements] be coordinated
to ensure efficient and effective implementation of overall comprehensive planning and growth
management. The scope of current traffic impact analyses requisbduld include the
consideratiorof all potential impacts upon Town streets and the cumulative incremental impacts

of increased traffic as a result of the County and Town Gro@thordindion of the County and

Town to evaluate the transportation system improvements is imperasu@portthe buildout

of the planning area ard develop coordinated strategies to address future mobility needs.

Coordinated reviews of major site plans aswbdivision proposals within the North East
planning area and adjacent County growth areas should include a formalized notification process
so thatconcerns including mutual inputby staff in the review of traffic impact analyses and
related discussionsf anfrastructure impacts generallgan be efficiently conducted Such
coordination would be a logical extension of the cooperation between the County and Town on
road standards and stormwater management issues.

WILMAPCO and relationship to the Town biiorth East

WILMAPCO is the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for Cecil County, Maryland and
New Castle County, Delaware WILMAPCO is charged with planning and coordinating
transportation investments for tththesbestregi on.
range transportation plan, one that meets all requirements of the Federal Clean Air Act and its
Amendments and the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users.
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WI L MA P C O s -mdkmg bhody iiste minemember Council, consisting of representatives
from:

- Delaware and Maryland Departments of Transportation
- Delaware Transit Corporation

- Cecil and New Castle Counties

- Appointee of the Delaware Governor

- Cecil and New Castle County Municipalities

A Pubic Advisory Committee and a Technical Advisory Committee advise the Council on key
decisions. The Technical Advisory Committee is, in turn, assisted by specialty subcommittees
around these topics: air quality, data and demographics, congestion amdotodred
transportation.

Four document s comprise the backbone of WI L
Transportation Plan (RTP), the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), the Unified
Planning Work Program (UPWP) and the Congestion ManagementsBr(€®P). Numerous

other regional and sutegional studies, planning support to local planning agencied

extensive public outreach processes work to inform and implement these documents.

WI LMAPCOG6s 2040 RTP has t hr eestiveg.o Actioss, arealaoc h  wii
identified to carry out the objectives. The goals and objectives of the 2040 RTP are:

Improve Quality of Life
1 Protect the public health, safety and welfare
1 Preserve our natural, historic, and cultural resources
1 Support existingnunicipalities and communities
1 Provide transportation opportunities

Efficiently Transport People
1 Improve transportation system performance
1 Promote accessibility, mobility, and transportation alternatives

Support Economic Growth, Activity and Goods Mowarh
1 Ensure a predictable and adequate public investment program to guide private
sector investment decisions
1 Plan and invest to promote the attractiveness of the region

The TIP is a fouyear listing of all federalifunded transportation projects in thegion. It is
updated annually. The UPWP is the annual work program for WILMAPCO, listing the funding
set aside for projects. The CMP tracks congested highway corridors in the region, and offers a
specific matrix of alternatives to relieve congestioeach corridor.

Specific to North East, key financiallgasonable transportation projects listed in the 2040 RTP
include: bus connection from Cecil College to North East (20s2iwice), Saturday bus service
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(2012 inservice) and MD 272: URte 40 to Lums Rd., two to four lane divided (2020 in
service).

WILMAPCO undertook thelrack A Phase lIExtension Feasibility Study 2005to examine

the ridership, economic development and engineering feasibility of extending rail track A from
Elkton to PerryMie. As a follow up to the2005 Study, North East was invited to participate

with WILMAPCO in the Cecil County Chesapeake Connector Freight and Passenger Rail
Benefits Study n 201 1. This study wil/ addresss the b
Northeast Corridor on the segment between Prince and Bacon Interlockings in Cecil County, for

a distance of approximately 6.3 miles.

If implemented, this project would eliminate a gap in commuter rail service and a bottleneck in
freight rail service lmng the Northeast Corridor between Perryville and Newark, Delaware. It
woul d support Nor testablSracemmuter radl fejvieedntthetoen. t o r e

WILMAPCO partnered with the Town of North East in 2011 to perform a Transit Oriented
Developnent Plan which, among other modes of transportation, will identify potential
location(s) for a future train stati@anddevelopment scenarios for the station area to support the
planned train station.

WI LMAPCOG6s FY 2012 UPWP itnhc | sudpepso rtthifso rwotrlke Tac
subdivision regulations and road code revisions, along with funding to update the transportation

and land use maps featured in this comprehensive plan. Further, a Cecil County Bicycle Plan

will address the need to pléor bicycle facilities in North East, as well as in other incorporated

and unincorporated communities across the couMtiLMAPCO asked the Town to join ithe

Countywide bike plann 2011 As the Countywide bike plarevolves and is adopted, the Town

will be able to ensure ongoing coordination and regional cooperation and consistency.

The Town of North East is committed to continued close coordination between the Town,
WILMAPCO, the Maryland Department of Transportation and Cecil County and the towns of
Perryville, Charlestown, and Elkton as pedestrian, bicycle, and rail planning moves forward in
expectation of a fully integrated muttiodal transportation system that links North East with
destinations throughout,h aCwell 8 locatomsunnDelgware angr o wt |
Maryland south and west of the Susquehanna River.

Existing detailed planning
Transitoriented Development (TOBeasibility Study

Transitoriented development (TOD) is a mixed use residential and commercial area designed to
make public transit successful, walking and bicycling convenient and safe, and provide for a
vibrant, livable community. Within North East, Maryland there is currently fixed route Cecil
County transit and interregional Greyhound bus service which cowddgported through TOD.

In addition, the WILMAPCQO2040 Regional Transportation Plaand MTA MARC Growth &
Investment Plarcall for the extension of commuter rail from Perryville to Elkton, MD or
Newark, DE. In addition, the Cecil County Transportation Dgwelent Plan calls for a future
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express bus stop in North East with service between Newark and Aberdeen, MD and an
extension of bus transit within North Ea3the Town supports these proposals and feels that the

future passenger rail station and a busatashould be ctbcated to maximize transit services

and intermodal efficienciesVith the introductionof transitready development, North East

could promote the feasibility of having a station along this extended rail service. Enhancing use

of and accesto existing and planned bus transit and promoting TOD around a future station area

is a critical component of North Eastods pl an
greater travel choices to this rapidly growing area.

This project seeks to caitiute to the revitalization of the traditional and historic community of
North East with the | mpr o-seeveteareas amdfpotentialdutueo mmu |
train station. North Eastds compact unigue of h
opportunity to bring together all the characteristics that comprise a Feamsitted community.

Improved, convenient access by transit, walking and bicycling is essential, as is preparing for
vehicular access needs and parking. Implementation tareit corridor and train station

i mpr ovement pl an wil | strengthen North Eastds
transitoriented community Additional bus stops, expanded bus routes, and a collocated
intermodal terminal will further drance transit opportunities and encourage ridership.

WI LMAPCOGs Ceci l County Bicycle Plan initiati
TOD planningproject and also help inform ongoing trail planning efforts.

Master Vision Plan

The feasibility stdy will result in a concept plan for existing and planned transit corridors and
potential train station site. The planll include all necessary roadway improvements, upgraded
pedestrian, bicycle and bus amenities, expanded automobile parking areasvaad facilities.

The plan will address the potential for Tran€itiented Development/TrandReady
Development along transit corridors and at the identified train station site.

Traffic Circulation, Transit Access and Parking Plan

The station alsods the potential to serve as a transit hub for existing bus transit service. An
internal circulation planvill be included that will limit automobile and bus interaction. The bus
travel pathwill be designed to limit exposure to automobile parking at@asion parkingwill

also be identified.In addition, pedestrian and bicycle access to the station site and bus stops will
be identified.

Transit Supportive Land Use Recommendations

The plan will include development scenarios for the station area porlughe planned train
station. The current inventory of infrastructure and land use will be assessed to determine how it
supports a TOD development project. Land use recommendatibnsonsider market demand

for retail and highedensity housing and ergyment. Analysiswill examine impacts of existing
zoning [such as lot coverage, setbac&ad height limits which may make transit supportive

land use difficult to achieve arldad torecommendtions fornew land use polies, as required.

Land use reammendationsvill promote the location of key services near the planned station to
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accommodate transit users. Mobility friendly desigh be applied near bus stops.

Transportation Planning and Programming

The primary agency responsible for implementmgjor transportation improvements in the
North East area is the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT). MDOT meets with
local officials each year to review capital project priorities in Cecil County. These projects are
then programmed in the MDOTS&-year Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP).

StatePriorities for LocallImprovements

Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP)

The Maryland Department of Transportation develops the Consolidated Transportation Program
(CTP) to detail the ongeag and new capital programs to be implemented over a six year period.
Projects are categorized by modal, such as highways, transit, aviation, etc. Each project
approved by MDOT progresses throufjhe funding stagesplanning, design, righbf-way
acqusition, utilities and construction.

Projects in North East in the 202017 CTP:
1 Reconstruction of the MD 272 bridge over Amtrak (currently in design)
Annual Tour

As part of the coordination that occurs betw®#DOT, Cecil County and the Town of Nart
East,Stateo f f i ci al s meet annually with | ocal offici
tour . o The pur pos e ddfacd ittesactibnobatween tlse State andl lacali | i t
officials to help ensure understanding and agreemenitdbe projects that will be included in

the annual update of the CTP. It also affords an opportunity for local officials to directly
comment on aspects of the proposed projects and also suggest projects and priorities that are of
local concern. Whilenterjurisdictional coordination is ongoing at the staff level, this formalized

tour structure helps ensure that elected officials have the opportunity to communicate directly

with the senior officials a¥'DOT on an annual basis.

Highway Needs Inventory (HN

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) identifies longterm projects in the

Highway Needs Inventory (HNI). The HNI is not fiscally constrained and contains projects that
are beyond the CTPO6s six year qsehat coutt.impactThe H
future development in North East:

The HNI referenced in the 2010 Cecil County Comprehensive Plan identified MD 7, from
Charleston to MD 272 as needing two lane reconstruction. That project should also consider the
widening of the bdge adjacent to North East Isles over North East Creek to facilitate a bicycle
and pedestrian pathway. The current configuration of the bddgs not appear to include
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sufficient space to avoid i b ot fot motoevehiclés bicyclesand pedestriamusing the
bridge.

The County Plan also identified MD 2T@rth of couplet to USRte.40 as requiring mukiane

urban reconstruction and US 40 to Lums Road requiring divided highway reconstruction.
Design of these projects should include pedestriassaralks thahave beendentified on the
pedestrian system graphics included at the end of this Chafherdraft Cecil County Bicycle
Master Plan identified MD 272 from its intersection with Old Elk Neck Road north through the
Town of North East and athe way to the Pennsylvania State boundary as a propose&an
bicycle route.

Complete Streets

SHA is in the process of adoptirgyComplete Streets policy. The Complete Streets approach
includesplanning and designing our roads to safely accommadlatisers including pedestrians,
bicyclists, transitiders emergency vehicles, people with disabilities, and the elderly. The policy
also strives to achieve madwaysection that includespace to accommodate not only the
physical roadway, but stormveatmanagement features that ntbetnew Maryland Department

of the Environmenregulations, bus stopstility easements, and other features identified in site
plans along the roadway frontage. These features are incorporated using a SeoTditive
planning and design approach that involves members of the community as projects are
developed. The result will be a transportation network that balances safety, dubgssi
community cohesianeffectiveness and reliability for alisers and has the suppof residents

and officials

Level of Service Policy

A Level of Service policy establishes a basis for evaluating proposed development plans and
projects against the LOS that the Town and County seek to achieve or maintain as growth
occurs. Theseriteria are used to evaluate the transportation system impacts of proposed
development and the Municipal Growth Element (as described in Chapter 9), to evaluate
alternative transportation plans, and to determine capital requirements.

The recommended mmium LOS for developments in North
growth areas is LOS C for effeak periods and LOS D during peak hour condition®otential

LOS deficienciedelow those standaras major roadways would prohibit future development
adacent to these roadways. However, new development in suchcardd®e approvedvhere

those adverse effects are mitigated by the developer.

The Planning Commission should consider adoptimgmum acceptabld.OS standardshat
would be made part of thdevelopment approval process Additional tools that could be
evaluated from time to timi@clude threshold criteria for requiring Traffic Impact Studies (TIS),
an Adequate Public Facilities requiremémtroadways that incorporate LOS standaaisdirect
incorporation of theLOS standards intaZoning and/or Subdivisiomrdinances. Th&own
should coordinate its approach (and development review prowegss)the State Highway
Administration and witfCecil County. This would enable the TowrdaDountyto consistently
require traffic studiesand to require improvements ifpostdevelopment impacts om
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transportation facility (roadway or intersectiomiil exceedthe minimum LOSstandards, or to
amend development proposals that would exceed LOS stamdgeddless of mitigation.

A coordinated approach would help ensure that major traffic generating projects reviewed by the
Town would receive County input in a timely manner and vice versa. To ensure acceptable
Level of Service on regional arterials armditmprove connectivity, road system upgrades and
expansions should focus on the following key objectives:

1 Improving northsouth connections on MD 272 between Ri840 and 195.

1 Increasing connectivity within the North East Growth Area to provide alterroute
options and minimize congestion. This could include site specificriamge planning
for the employment areas within the western portions of the Growth Area.

1 Working with the State Highway Administration and the Maryland Department of
Transpatation, Cecil County and WILMAPCO to incorporate bicycle, pedestrian and
transit improvements to promote and maximize alternative means of transportation to
reduce congestion and improve air quality.

1 Incorporate the conclusions and recommendations oCtlesapeake Connector Study,
the WILMAPCO Cecil County Bicycle Plan and Town and County Transit Development
Plans into an Action Plan that can be used to leverage future funding opportunities.

WILMAPCO

Priorities for upgr adekaretalsoinfuencedlby réymnalnptannidgs r o a
conducted byWI L MAP CO. WI LMAPCO used Marylandbés Uppe
demand model to evaluate anticipated traffic
Future Land Use Plaifhe modelassumed hat WI LMAPCO6s Regi onal T
improvements would be in place by 2030 wasuld theC 0 u n 20pDRoadway Improvement

Strategic Plan improvements. Based on these improvenamds projectedpopulation,

household, and housing usithe model determined future peak fouOS for major roads in

Cecil County?®

Results of this modeling suggest that MD 272 from US 40 south through Town will approach or
equal LOS F as will MD 7 from MD 272 east to Mechanics Valley Road.

2 Peak hour refers to the hour or hours of maximum traffic volume. In Cecil County, this occurs during the evening
commute period.

3 For more details on the transportation model, methodolayy findings, please see: Transportation Modeling
Methodology in the 2010 Cecil County Comprehensive Plan Appendix.
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Maryland 272 is presentjyrogrammedin the WILMAPCO long range plan for improvements.

This is consistent with the future travel demdaodthe facility. The roadway is anticipated to

fail by the design year (2030), carrying approximately 30,000 vehicles per day. In order to meet
the future demand, the roadway should be widened to four lanes-86ntol USRte 40 or to

the beginning bMain Street. The State Highway Administration has recommended that the
widening of MD 272 should terminate at the B& 40 intersection to avoid widening through

the downtown of North East.

Transit Oriented Development Plan (TOD Plan)

WILMAPCO has pepared a scope of work on behalf of the Town of North East for the
preparation of a Transit Oriented Development Plaransitoriented development (TOD) is a
mixed use residential and commercial area designed to make public transit successful, walking
and bicycling convenient and safe, and provide for a vibrant, livable community.

Fixed route Cecil County transit and interregional Greyhound bus service exist within North East
and could be supported through enhanced TOD. In addition, the WILMARZ0 Fegional
Transportation Planand the Maryland Transit Administration (MTAYARC Growth &
Investment Plarcall for the extension of commuter rail from Perryville to Elkton, MD and
Newark, DE. In addition, the Cecil County Transportation Development Plenfaah future
express bus stop in North East with service between Newark and Aberdeen, MD and an
extension of bus transit within North East. With the introduction of traeady development,

North East could promote the feasibility of having a multdal station along this extended ralil
service. Enhancing use of and access to existing and planned bus transit and promoting TOD
around a future rail station area is a critiec
development and to providgeater travel choices to this rapidly growing area.

When finished, the TOD Plan will:
1 Study the opportunities and land areas within North East to form recommendations for
future land uses around existing and future transit locations;
Identify potentialocation(s) for a future train station / transit hub location;
Identify multimodal transportation needs related to existing and planned transit including
vehicular access, bicycle and pedestrian circulation, parking and amenities.

Through these activitieshe Plan seeks to:

Promote future réntroduction of rail service to North East;

Promote greater use of existing and planned bus transit;
Enhance community character in the downtown;

Improve regional access and local walking, bicycling, and transitcssrv

= =2 =42 A

Support local and state Smart Growth policies and economic development initiatives;
1 Embrace the community history while preparing for the future;
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1 Help improve regional ambient air quality through the reduction of vehicle travel and
traffic congestionn North East.

Chesapeake Connector

1 The Chesapeake Connector is a WILMAPCO project which will address the benefits of
added track capacity on Amtrakods Northeas:
Prince and Bacon Interlockings in Cecil County, Md.dalistance of approximately 6.3
miles. This section of the NEC is currently a #wack section in a corridor that is
generally a three track railroad. Although this section of track is located in Cecil County,

MD, It i's one of Dopedtsa and it is @&nscipgbed to @novide othr a i |
public and private benefits. I n Amtrakds |
railroad segments south of Claymont, DE, would be expanded to three or four tracks to
enable intercity and commuter railgansion in Delaware and Maryland; the Chesapeake
Connector is cited by name as a priority projetth e Townos Transit
Devel opment Pl an will build upon Phase |1
someti mes referre@ohneatsothe AChesapeake

Cecil County Strategic Roadway Plan

The Cecil County Strategic Roadway Plan (SRP) analyzed AM and PM peak hour volumes to
determine traffic impacts at key intersections. This analysis showed that the following locations

are expectedtoepr at e at | evel of service hHE&40MD wor se
272, USRte.4 0/ Mechanics Vall ey Road; and MD 272/ MD
that MD 272 from 495 to Irishtown Road will operate at LOS E/F during the morning peak and

LOS F during the afternoon peak. The SRP lists numerous resurfacing, restoration, and
rehabilitation projects as well as intersection realignment projects at Razor Strap and Red Toad
Road as well as addition of turn lanes at MD 7 and Mechanics Valley[Roadling studying

potential realignment with Cemetery Road].

The SRP also recommends that a streetscape study be conducted Roe 405from Elkton
through Perryville. Such a study should also address a variety of design, development, land use
and séety concerns within the Town of North East.

The County envisions URte. 40 as the Countyds pridi@ary bus
roadway that incorporates transit and bicycle/pedestrian facilities,aaswhnecbr between

towns and nodes of development T h a t i's consistent with North
corridor as well.

Town of North Eastransportation Projects

The Town of North East has its most direct control ov@w local roads, parking areas and the
location and construction of nepedestrian improvementdNew local roads are reviewed and
approved through the site planning and subdivision processes under the oversight and
administration of the Planning Commission and Town staff. New pedestrian improvements are
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created through theripate development of lands and through the planning and capital
programming of publicly funded expansions witkie existing public rightsof-way.

USRte.40 Corridor Intersection Improvements

1 Gateway
North East envisions a corridor streetscape pinavides a visually appealing sense of
place. Trees should be planted to provide shade. Lighting should be designed and placed
to fit the character of the community while providing necessary elements of safety.
Sidewalks should be defined to develop cmtions between areas north of B&. 40
and neighborhoods and destinations south of Ri8. 40 [to encourage pedestrian
activity].

The creation of distinct parkway or suburban boulevard segments alorigtdJ80

through Town plus the establishment pfsc i a | fgatewayso at the
East will help identify and reinforce the land use and development pattern transitions
along the North East portion of URe.40.

1 Pedestrian crossy from the Norh side of US Rte.40 tothe South isle of US Rte. 40.
Consideration of the followinghtee locations (please see concept plan graphics
col | ect erchnsporntadian Maps and Graptics at t he end of thi s

a. At the ntersection ofJS Rte.40 and Rote 272
b. North East Station acro&tS Rte.40 to location of State Police Barracks
c. North Main Street Extended acrddS Rte.40 to Rogers Road

9 Sidewadk installation along the east side of MauldAvenue from Iristown Road to the
existing sidewalk at Church Street.

Rail and Transit

1 Rail Servie: Identify the transportain impactsof rail serviceto thetown in reldionsip
to the State Highway systems.

1 Add North East as one of the stops for the extension of the existing MARC Penn Line
commuter rail service.

1 Prepare and Implementassenger Rail Station feasibility study.

1 Add Transit Oriented Design (TOD) conce,|
transportation planning principles and practices.

1 Create appropriate design guidelines and standardsplement TOD principles and
pradices.
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State Roads

i East Cecil Avenue: Due to the condition of the rahd, Town sent &etter dated March
24, 2011 tothe State Highway Administratignrequestingreconstruction of East Cecil
Avenue

1 MD Route 272 State Highway Administrati@midge ower Amtrak Rd: Request for
lighting to be nstalled for the safety of pedestrians

 MD 7, from Charleston to MD 272 needs two lane reconstructibich includes
widening of the bridge over North East Creek to facilitate a bicycle and pedestrian
pathway.

1 MD 7, Ridgely Forest impacts. State Highway Administration comments on the Revised
Traffic Impact Study for the Ridgely Forest development notes that SHA will require a
continuous dane MD 7 left turn lane at both site access driveway intersaaiolID 7.

SHA will require the southbound Site Access Drive approaches at both access points to
provide separate left and right turn lanes and has recommended that a site access
connection to Deans Bank Lane and/or May Street be studied to reduce site traffi
impacts at the MD 7/Mechanics Valley Road intersection.

The Traffic Impact Study included a Traffic Signal Warrant Study at the MD
7/Mechanics Valley Roa@emetery Road intersection. The study determined that signal
warrants would be satisfied and thewn of North East will require the developer to
conduct a followup Traffic Signal; Warrant Study at the 50% and the 100% development
stages (if not already warranted and deemed necessary by SHA at the 50% development
stage). Geometric intersection impemnents should be explored first to enhance
intersection operations without the need for a traffic signal.

If a traffic signal and/or intersection geometric improvements are found to be warranted
and deemed necessary by SHA, the Town will require thel@®reto design and install

a traffic signal or turn lane improvements at the MD 7/Mechanics Valley-Reatkttery

Road intersection. Any necessary rigiftway to construct or install the improvements
will be the responsibility of the developer.

1 MD 272 rorth of couplet to URte.40 requirs multi-lane urban reconstruction and US
Rte.40 to Lums Road requires divided highway reconstruction. Design of these projects
should include pedestrian crosswalks that are identified on the pedestrian system graphics
included at the end of this Chapteh bicycle path should also be included to augment
pedestrian circulation.

Local Streets

The Town performs an annuakssessient of the condition of its streets and sidewalks and
includes plannednprovements in the wnual Capital BudgetProjects included in the Town's
Annual CapitalBudget are selected from a priority list maintained by the Town Maintenance
Department.
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Parkingand Coordination

Providing adequate parking in the appropriate locations is an impgi@miing objective,
especially in the éntralBusinesDistrict (CBD). Public parking facilities have been provided

at two locations in the CBsee Map 4}otaling approximatelypne hundred1(00) spacesAn
additional 100 spaces are available at th& Bad Ride lot located at Peninsula Drive and MD
272, and public parking is provided at the Town Park at the foot of Walnut Street. The Town of
North East recognizes the necessity for additional parking in the Central Business Distinct and
the VillageCommercial District andontinues to explore opportunities.

The Town reminds all affected agencies that at such time as preliminary discussions occur between
State, County and/gegional agencies regardiagy ofthe above mattersf mutual interestthat the

Town of North Easshouldbenot i fi ed i n a timely manner so that
will be includedand efficiently addressed

Pedestrian Improvements

The Town of North East is committ eghhouttTowna fped
Existing sidewalks should be maintained and a list of projects ranked in priority order should be
developed to address missing links in the system and extensions from the downtown core to new
residential neighborhoods and major concentratiohscommercial and especially retail
commercial land uses fronting State highways within Town.

As a precursor to more detailed study and evaluation of opportunities and constraints, safety, and
cost concerns, the Town has identified existing sidewalksars$walks and included graphics

at the end of this chapt#rat identify preliminary priorities for pedestrian system extensions and
enhancements.

In addition to new sidewalks, it is important to provide residents and visitors with safe and
convenient ecess to regional pedestrian trails.new link between MD Rt. 7 at the Mechanics

Valley crosswalk and the Elk Neck State Forest and Park Tthat runs south along MD Rt.

272 into Elk Neck State Park and on to the end of the penjnsutentified o a graphic at the

end of this Chapter This new pedestrian linkage between the Town anddgmnal walking

trail wild.l provide both recreational and mobi
as a tourism enhancement and economic develapoan

Recommendations

General

Promote alternatives to driving alone and encourage the County and State to inform citizens of
the public and private monetary and environmental costs of continued dependence on autos.
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1 The Town should support bicydésand pedestrians by providing safe, convenient, and
inviting routes and walkways between activity centers.

1 In Central Business District, priority shall be given to building pedestrian friendly streets.
This pedestrian orientation will create an envimemt where people will want to get out
of their cars and onto the sidewalks and bike routes. This, along with appropriate zoning
and other Town efforts, will encourage development and redevelopment.

1 Sidewalks along Cecil Avenue should be extended to @bnvith the County's proposed
Greenway.

1 The Town should accommodate the safe and efficient movement of goods and people,
acknowledging the importance of both functions to the J@mg economic vitality and
livability of the Town of North East

1 The Townshould establish street designs for new development that will contribute to
reaching the transportation and land use goals of the area, provide safe and efficient
mobility for all people, and contribute to the quality of life.

1 New collector and local steés will be built by developers according to the developer's
site plan and Town specifications.

1 The Town should require that the layout of new street connections in undeveloped areas
assure connectivity to the overall Town street system.

1 All developmentshould have adequate access and circulation for public service vehicles,
but actual paved street sections should be as narrow as possible to maintain a human
scale.

1 The Town should work with the State and County to coordinate the land use and
transportabn elements of the Comprehensive Plan with adjacent jurisdictions.

1 The Town should amend the zoning ordinance to requirelaeyg scalecommercial,
business and industrial developments to provide reserved parking spaces for carpools,
vanpools, and bicJe racks at office and industrial sites to accommodate and encourage
high occupancy vehicle (HOV) commuting and to support bicycle commuting and travel.

1 Encourage the State, County, WILMAPCO and Amtrak testblish railroadervice to
the Town, with los transit provided in the interim.

Commercial Streets
New local streetserving commercial land ussBould provide safe and convenient actedbe

parcels they servand be designeib preserve oimprove existing access to parcels that may be
impaced by the new street(s).
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Strategies foimproved developmentdesign andaesthetic appealf infill and redevelopment
projects are especially important along highway corridors (e.g., B 40), in the central
business district and #te future Town gatevays. In the case of highway corridors, North East

has adopted a special highway corridor overlay zone. The purpose of this overlay district is to
protect and enhance the aesthetic and visual character of the Town and to provide for and
promote orderly gwth. The Highway Corridor Overlay District (HCOD) regulations
supplement the regulations of the underlying zoning districts and help provide harmony and
compatibility of development along the major highway corridors that serve as gateways to the
communiy. The HCOD includes all lands within 500 feet of each side of the center line of the
following rightsof-way: USRte.40, 95, and MD 272 north of North East Creek.

Pedestrian and bicycle improvements within the HCOD will be guided by the desigtirgsd

contained within Appendix A Guidelines for Pedestrian Crossing Treatments in the Manual of
Uniform Traffic Control Devices published by the national Cooperative Highway Research
Program, Federal Highway Administration. The second principal sofirdesign guidelines in

use within North East will be the Maryland State Highway Administratiddffice of Traffic

and Safety (OOTS) documentDe sfiAcenc eGusiidoel lei nReesd. eds
of North East will also coordinate with the Asaist District Engineer for Traffic.

Residential Streets

New residential streets serving residential neighborhoods should be designed to ensure that the
Streets provide:

1 safe and convenient access for motorists, pedestrians, cyclists, and emergeney vehicl
1 maintain the integrity of the land uses and streetscapes they are serving;

1 provide access within new neighborhoods and to adjacent neighborhoods, shopping areas,
and schools;

1 where possible, facilitate solaccesslignment for residences;

1 promoe land use policies that minimize required local travel distances (e.g., between
residences and work, schools, shopping and recreation); and

1 reduce the land area devoted to local roadways to the minimum required for safety and
efficiency.

1 avoid difficult driveway approaches;

1 promote safe, convenient pedestrian and bicycle travel,
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Large-scale development projects

T

Architectural harmony, including compatibility in styles, materials, colors, and building
size and setbacks;

Variety in housing types, dsity, and cost;

Parks, squares, and other common open spaces for residents to interact and recreate,
and to provide a setting for the architecture of the development;

Neighborhood centers and civic spaces may include places to shop, work, learn, or
worghip;

An interconnected streanhd sidewallsystem which is based on a modified grid system;

Sidewalks, street trees, and substantiastoeet parking, providing distinct separation
between pedestrians and traffic;

Streets and sidewalks that are sphtidéfined by buildings in a regulaattern;

The Town should amend the zoning ordinance to requirelam®g scalecommercial,
business and industrial developments to provide reserved parking spaces for carpools,
vanpools, and bicycle racks at office andustrial sites to accommodate and encourage
high occupancy vehicle (HOV) commuting and to support bicycle commuting and travel.

The Town shouldgeparate truck traffic from shoppers and employees where possible: and

The Town shouldcontrol truck loadig and unloading that occurs -street during
morning and evening peak traffic periods.

The Town should requireraffic calming, including more narrow streets with shorter
turning radii than typical residential streepdus medians, circles and relatedateres
along prominent streets;

Turning radius should be determined by the types of vehicles proposed for using the road.

The Town should requiréghting which is designed for safe walking and signage which
has a pedestrian orientation;

The Town show work with the State and County to coordinate the land use and
transportation elements of the Comprehensive Plan with adjacent jurisdictions, and
encourage the State, County, WILMAPCO and Amtrak to establish railroad service to the
Town, with bus transprovided in the interim.
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1 A system of land subdivision and development which links one neighborbpod
commercial siteéo another and cabe logically extendedy interconnectedirculation,
roads and walkways

Pedestriarand Bicyclisimprovements

Pramote alternatives to driving alone and encourage the County and State to inform citizens of
the public and private monetary and environmental costs of continued dependence on autos.

1 The Town should support bicyclists and pedestriangbgrporatingsafe convenient,
and inviting routes and walkwaydong all State highways arktween activity centers
as an integral part of any roadway upgrade or reconstruction.

1 In Central Business District, priority shall be givenn@intainingpedestrian friendly
streets. This pedestrian orientation wilbntinue to promotean environment where
people will want to get out of their cars and onto the sidewalks and bike routes. This,
along with appropriate zoning and other Town efforts, will encouirege development
and redevelopment.

1 In designing street improvementeetTown should accommodate the safe and efficient
movement of goods and people, acknowledging the importance of both functions to the
long-term economic vitality and livabilitgf the Town of North Est  This may require
the physical separation of motor vehicles and bicyclists or pedestrians, especially in high
traffic volume locations.

1 The Town should establish street designs for new development that will contribute to
reaching the transportation caland use goals of the area, provide safe and efficient
mobility for all people, and contribute to thieo w rg@akty of life.

1 New streets should promote land use policies that minimize required local travel
distances (e.g., between residences and wsmhools, shopping and recreation); and
reduce the land area devoted to local roadways to the minimum required for safety and
efficiency.

1 New collector and local streets will be builly developers according to this
Comprehensive Plan, tlieveloper'appovedsite plan and Town specifications.

1 In commercial areas, new streets will be designed to separate truck traffic from shoppers
and employees where possible, and control truck loading and unloading that oeccurs on
streef{during morning and evening petfffic periods.

1 The Townwill require that the layout of new street connections in undeveloped areas
assurdogical connectivity to the overall streahd sidewallsystem.
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1 All developments should have adequate access and circulation for public sehiales,
but actual paved street sections should be as narrow as possible to maintain a human
scale.

1 New local streetserving commercial land useshould provide safe and convenient
accesdo the parcels they seremd be designeih preserve ommprove existing access to
parcels that may be impacted by the new street(s). Special needs and requirements may
apply in the URte.40 and MD 272 corridors.

1 New residential streets serving residential neighborhoods should be designed to ensure
that the streés providesafe and convenient access for motorists, pedestrians, cyclists, and
emergency vehicleand maintain the integrity of the land uses and streetscapes they are
serving

1 New residential streetshouldprovide access within new neighborhoods anddjacent
neighborhoods)earbyshopping areas, and schools;

1 New residential streetshould, where possible, facilitateptimum solar alignment for
residences;

Enhancing Walkability

Enhancing walkability andexpanding pedestrian linkage betweenthe To wn 6 s residen
neighborhoodsand the commercial districts remains a priority of the Town of North East.
Factorscurrentlyaffecting walkabilitywithin Town includethe absence obuffers from traffic,

the width of the existing sidewalks, the absencexidting sidewalksand lack of right of way.

The Town remains proactive to provide alkable communy thatincludes specific similarities

such as

1 Short block length$ no longer than 500 feet with few exceptions.

1 Frequent crossing opportunitiésat least every 300 feet near pedestrian trip generators
such as schools, parks, libraries, shopping centers, and hospitals.

1 A variety of landuses within walking distance of one anotirealuding neighborhoods
within ¥+#% mile of a transit stopshoppingcenters restaurants, public facilities, parks
andemployment centers

1 General enhancements pédestrian amenitiesiclude street trees, pedestrian lighting,
pedestrian oriented building facades, way finding signagachestrash receptacles,
water fountains, and newspaper racks Consistegy in design and placemens
encouraged in both residential and commercial areas.

1 Wide sidewalks with buffer zonds sidewalks at least fiveix feet wide with sixfoot
planting stripsmay be appropriate espally if future intensification of commercial and
mixed uses occurs along MD 272 on the south end of Town.
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1 Compact intersections with short crossing distances and longare cycle lengths for
pedestriansvhere pedestrian signalization is in place

Pedestrian Capital Improvement Program

A capital improvement programill organize, set project priorities, and provide preliminary cost
estimates and identify potential funding sources for implementing the pedgdanit is the
Townds i nlopearapitaltingprogementeprogram for pedestrian improvements.

Elements:

1 Consolidated list of all proposed pedestrian improvement projects consistenbmedpt
graphics #1 through #16 at the end of this chapter.

1 Setpriority or phasing for themplementation of each improvement
1 Estimated ost of each project
1 Anticipated source(s) of funding for each project

Each project listed in thpedestrianCIP should be assigned an implementation phase or a
priority. This enables those implementingetplan in the future to select projects that will
provide communities with maximum benefits in an equitable wakin funding constraints
The pedestriarCIP should beasspecificas possiblglisting the total cost by yeafor the first

five years of he plan. Howeverthe CIP shouldalsobe a flexible and dynamic documeandit

may proveuseful to estimate the totabstsfor laterprojectphaseghat extend beyond the typical
five year time framef a CIP to help guide long range budgeting

When lecting a prioritization methodology, consideration should be given to the time and
resources availablfor oversight and project management by available Town stéffime or
resources are scarce and/or there are a small number of proposed imprqvanmmanmes simple
gualitative methodology can prioritize the improvements.

Transportation Guidelines for Site Plan and Subdivision review
Transportation Impact Analyses

Transportation impact studies, whether as salode documents or chapters in an
environmental document, are intended to disclose information to assist decision makers and the
public in the project review process. The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the
Federal law governing environmental analysis, and the Maryland Environni@oltey Act
(MEPA)* have many differences, such as the level of specificity of alternatives analysis, but both

4Guidelines for Implementation of the Maryland Environmental Policy aet found in COMAR under
Title 34 Department of Planning, Subtitle 01, Chapter 02 Authority: Natural Resources ArticB)381
and 1304, Annotated Code of Maryland; Environmental Policy Act Guidelines of the Secretary of Natural
Resources.
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require afull disclosure of transportation impacts, not just vehicular traffic impacts. The term
fitransportation captures a wide range of potential impacts and modes. The North East Planning
Commission should require all major residential developmamd all new ommercial
developmenproposaldo provide a complete transportation analysis that considers all modes of
transportation for osite circulation as well as impacts on the surroungiagcels and the
generalvicinity. The criteria below represent a minimwtandard for assessing a broad set of
transportation impactsThey are generally organized around the themes of identifying impacts
that disrupt existing operationsterfere with plans for the futureonflict with adopted policies
and/or create newednand.

Site Plan and Subdivision Revi€#iteria

North East will consider the following topics during site plan and subdivision reviews to improve
the linkage between land use and transportation planning:

1. Identify the components of the Town's existiingnsportation system®.g. highways,
streets, sidewalks, paths, transit routes) atad how they are impacted by the proposal.

2. Examine capacity of the existing transportation system and the projected demands from
various existing land uses in the coomty (e.g. residential subdivisions, commercial
shopping, employment centers, public buildings and places, and reciaagn

3. ldentify future land uses that may be served by the Town's transportation sysigms
undeveloped parcels in the comntyror areas of the county adjacent to the Tpwn

4. Discuss ways that the Town's transportation systems can be improved to better existing
and proposed land usgésg. increasemobility, connectivity and maintain and/or enhance
community charactgr

5. Ensure that new project approvals include pedestrian and bicycle improvements
identified on pedestrian system improvememceptgraphics #1 through #16 [found at
the end of this Chapter].

6. Consider the utility and desirability of transit stops and/or transitesis at all major new
commercial and employment centers, in Master Planned Communities, and within high
density residential projects even if not specifically identifiedconceptgraphics #1
through #16 identified above.

7. Consider requiring electricaksrvices [or service line stubs for future utilization] at all
transit shelters and major parking | ots
electrically powered bicycles and other vehicles.

8. Consider future space requirements for secure bicyotage adjacent to, or otherwise
conveniently located near, public facilities, transit shelters, the future passenger rail
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station, and commercial and employment centers and include adequate space to provide
such storage facilities at the time of projemhstruction.

9. Considerexisting pedestrian facilities. This can include adding new vehicular, pedestrian
or bicycle traffic to an area experiencing pedestrian safety concerns such as a nearby
crosswalk or school.

10. Consider whether the project supports anglements planned pedestrian facilities.

Site plan andmajor subdivisiorproposed offsite improvements, including mitigation, should be
reviewed for consistency with local codes and design standards, including parking requirements,

t he T o wn Gsandrother ddopted guidelines that may be developed and adopted from time
to time. Site plans and major subdivisions will be coordinated with the Maryland State Highway
Administration and with the Cecil County Planning Department to ensure that potentia
congestion, safety concerns and general growth management topics can be addressed in a
cooperative and interjurisdicational manner. The Town of North East also desires to participate
and provide timely comment on State and County projects that mayrhpaets on transportation
infrastructure within the Town of North East.

PedestrianGuidelines

The North East Zoning Ordinance, the North East Subdivision Regulations, and the North East
Road Code are the three most important parts of the Town Codgotrean the design, review
and approval of local roads and pedestrian improveméfasiever, his Transportation Chapter

addressess he Towndés policy regarding the | ocal ped
This clarification should be usedgoui de devel opers and inform re:
desires and intent regarding pedestrian conve

to enhancing transportation options and opportunities in support of a healthy and sustainable
communty life for all Town residents and visitors.

Purpose

This section is intended to identify and communicate the design elements important to improving
pedestrian safety and walkabilityithin the Town of North EasfThis section providedesign
elementdo inform designers, planners, and policymakers on available design treatments and best
practices for pedestrians. When implementing these elements, engineering judgment will
determine the specific locations and features of each design. Other importsiokeions

include the requirements contained in the American Disabilities Act and revised Stormwater
Management requirements promulgated by the Maryland Department of the Environment and
incorporated in the Cecil County Stormwater Management Regulatiddise of the new
challenges will be to reconcile the need to manage urban drainage issues with these new
stor mwater management reqgui rements wi t hin t
environment.
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Scopeand application

Most streets should be targetedb h a v efacifitibsassch asccurbs, gutters, sidewalks and
well-delineated cross walks. In locations where pedestrian demand is gber, intense
improvements should be implemented. More intensive improvements could include traffic
calming devies wider sidewalks, use of pedestrian scale lighting pedestrian scale signage,
landscaping and higher qualipedestriarcrossing treatments. These improvememetargeted

for commercial streets with medium to high levels of automdhaliéic or within a high density
residential development.

Sidewalk Guidelines

North Eastcurrently requires a minimum 48" wide sidewalk with a 36'Uthassage for new
devel opment . This means that sidewal ks must
for the mssage of wheel chairs and similar aids for handicapped moBiligse dimensions
conform to sidewalk requirements found in the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility
Guidelines (ADAAG) which are minimum widths for passage

The Institute for TransortationEngineersecommendplanning sidewalks that are a minimum

60" wide with a planting strip of 24" on local streets and in residential and commercial areas.
Sidewalks consist of the through passage zone and the utility zone. The through passage zo
the paved part of the sidewatkat pedestrians use. This zone should be wide enough to
accommodate different walking speeds and shared use by people with mobility aids. It should
also be proportionate to street size and pedestrian volumes.

All streets require a utility zone to accommodate above ground public infrastructure including
street furniture, lampposts, street trees, and signs. Locating this infrastructure in the utility zone
prevents it fromencroaching on the thipassage zone. The utiligpne also creates an important
buffer between pedestrians and motor vehicles by providing a horizontal separation and a
vertical buffer. Vertical elements like utilifyoles, signsstreet lightsand street trees improve
pedestrian safety and comfort byffering the sidewalk from travel lanes. This buffering effect

is similar to that provided by curbside motor vehicle parkiNglkways and trails do not have
utility zones but still require a minimuthrough passage zone.

The proposed guidelines wouldpiypto sidewalks accompanying new development

Proposed Sidewalk Guidelines

Street Type Through Passage Zone Utility Zone Total Width
Arterial (Regional) y Q n Q MH Q

Collector (North East) cQ nQ Mn Q

Local (Neighborhood) p Q nQ dhQ

Walkway nQ - nQ

Tral (Shared Use or Natural surface 8-M 51 Q - c Q
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Sidewalk Materials

Paving materials should be consistent, durable, accessible to people using mobility aids, and
smooth enough for passafeut not slippery. Concrete paving is recommended for arterial,
collector, and local sidewalks. Tlw®ncrete should be textured for safety and scored to match
existing patterns In all cases, ADAAG requirements shall be applicable and followed.
Standards address curbs, sidewalks, paths and trails whose primaryisfomuspedestrian
mobility.

In pedestrian activity areas, painted curbs should be textured to ensure traction. To support
pedestrians, cyclists, and joggers, trails magdestructed of asphalt, crushed granatiepark

mulchy however, concretds the peferred paving materialSpecial paving may occur at
neighborhooccommercial areas, schools, grarks to give them a distinctiveentity.

The Town of North East has adopted a standard for stamped and patterned public sidewalks
which link either commeral or residential development into the Central Business District. The
Planning Commission and the Mayor and Commissioners shall approve the location, color,
material and design of all public sidewalks which are not the standard concrete.

Walkways

Walkways are usually made of concretmod, or stone. The constructiohnew walkways and
the reconstructionf existing walkways shouldvoid wood to minimize longerm maintenance
costs. Where wood issed, the construction should bespgcies that contamatural preservative
characteristics such as Cedar &etlwood Pressure treatddiouglas Firmay be practical when
initial cost is a considerationContinuoushandrails of wood on wood stairs amnaetal on
concrete stairs are required both sides. Starshould have closed risers, treads with-sigm
surfacing, andufficient clearance from surroundimggetation.

Stair flights should bé2 feetin length or less Where slope or grade issues may require longer
runs, individual sections of stair fligg should beseparated by feet landings with concrete
footings.Landings are good locations for benches and pedestrian light fixtures.

Lighting

Pedestriarscale lighting improvesccessibility by illuminating sidewalksrosswalks, curbs,

curb rampsand signsas well as barriers ambtential hazards. Lampposts shouldskeggered

on opposite sides of thetreet and be placed at crosswalksis stops, and cornerall
commercial developments should provide appropriately designed lighting which wigk as
pedestrians on sidewalks and parking lots and ensure safe and convenient well lit transit stops
and bus shelters.Pedestriarscale lighting and motovehiclescale lighting each should be
provided as a complement to the othierensure that both sidelks andtravel lanes are
effectivelyilluminated. The proposed location of the streetlights shall be coordinated with the
proposed street trees and landscape. It is recommended that the street liiglustdok a
minimum of10feet from the full growtltanopy of adjacent trees.
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Public lighting shall include gdes andfixtures chosen from existinmodels identified by the
Town. Shields or hoodshould also betilized to avoid light pollution andlirect lighting onto
the sidewalksThe installation of aw lighting shall take into account potentidibht spillover

that mayadversely affect adjacent residents. The proposed lighting guidelines pspediéc

guidance in establishing adequate pedesstaielighting for a range of rightsf-way. The

implementation of pedestrisstale lighting should occur as pat pedestriaroriented street
projects

Signage

Signage is encouraged to asgistiestrians in wayfinding. Trsegns will consistof a distinctive
logo and directionagjuidance to neighborled destination®r destination points of interest in
North East. For example, destinations like tH@wn Parkare ofteninvisible from adjacent
streets likeMain Streetandwould benefit fromadditional pedestriarscalesignage. Pedestrian
signagewill comply with the criteria for charactgproportion, height, and contragpecified by
the Manual on UniformTraffic Control Devices and thémericans with Disabilities Act
Accessibility Guidelinesand shall be compatible with the character of the Td®wgnage shall
also comply with theMaryland Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MdMUTCD),
when possible. The implementation of these signs should occur as part of a proposed
development or within an existingedestriaroriented improvementprojectsto enhance the
pedestrian network in and around the Town of North East.

Plantings

Trees are a dramatic street improvemtrdt create an attractive visuahd psychological
separation fompedestrians between the sidewalk d@he roadway. Trees may also eage

drivers to move through an are@re slowlyand should be installed to allow for proper sight
distance for both vehicles and pedestriaffsey can be located ithe utility zone to provide
sidewalkshading or placed between-stieetparking spacesitree bulbouts wheresidewalks

are narrow. (See the explanatiohBulb-outson page 34 The North East Zoning Ordinance
contains specific Abuffer yardo tree and shru

Street Furniture

Street furniture includes benches, maxbs, trash and recycling receptaclelsike racks,
newspaper boxes, drinkirfguntains, information boards, kioskatwork, publicphones, signs,
bus shelters, and othgéems used by pedestrians. These feathtasanize the scale of a street
and encouragpedestrian activity.

Street furniture should be placed the utility zone to maintain tbr passage zones for
pedestrians and tprovide a buffer between the sidewalkd the street. For bus shelters on
crowded sidewalks, bus butiuts arerecommended foproviding additionalspace. (See the
explanation of Bullbouts on page 349 Bus shelters should aldoave clearly displayed bus
schedulesndTown maps for wayfinding.

Placement of street furniture alobgilding edges is acceptable if tttrough passge zone is
preserved.Buildings with lower floor windowsganopies for rain protection, tablesnbrellas,
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signs, planters, bencheand other street furniture contribute street life and enhance the
pedestriarenvironment.

Driveways

Driveway entrance can be both dangeroard inconvenient for pedestrianBriveway curbcut
apronsthat extendnto the through passage zone ncayise people on foot or wheelchairgo
fall. Driveways alsareduce the available space for strzees, lighting, streetufniture, and
parallel parking. Wherever possible, entrances shobédconsolidated such that multipisers
share a common curbcut forotor vehicle access. The ramp portafra drive entrance should
be locatedwithin the utility zone where possibleDesign requirements are contained in the
North East Road Code.

Crosswalks

Crosswalks assigbedestriansn geting from one side of the road to tlether and provide
continuity to sidewalks.Crossing treatments are classifeegleither passive or activeatments.
Passive treatments are physitaprovements like crosswalks or cuidimps that do not change
in time.

Active treatments like traffic signalnd audible pedestrian signals haweltiple states that are
triggered byautomated detection or adited bypedestrians. Both types of treatmentay be
combined to create a comprehensivessing system. With all treatmenggigineering judgment
is necessarto determine the specific locatioarsd features of each project.

CrosswalkMaterials

Crossvalks can be marked witivhite paint, reflective tape, signs, and/or lightind.he typical
crosswalk in North East is a white painted thermoastatment. kyh-visibility yellow ladder
striping should be considered in school zones and selected it olume locations.

While striping of all four legs of amtersection is recommended, engineeljudgment should
be used in all caseddigh contrast crosswalk striping alkelps people with visual impairments
to cross streets. Striping should rempondo the width and location afidewalks.

The Town of North East has adopted a standard for stamped and patterned public crosswalks
which link either commercial or residential development into the Central Business District.
After recommendation ém the Planning Commission, the Mayor and Commissioners shall
approve the location, color, material and design of all public crosswalks which are not the
standard concrete. Where a proposed subdivision does not link in with the Central Business
District, a Developer may opt to utzeé the stamped, colored, patted public crosswalks. This

option shall require a recommendation from the Planning Commission and approval from the
Mayor and CommissionersStamped concrete or asphalt along a state road egliire the
approval of the State Highway Administration.
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Raised Crosswalks

Raised crosswalks provide a continusti®et crossing for pedestrianssadewalk level. They
additionally work like speed humps to slow motarehicle traffic at crosswalks. il
eliminating the need for curb rampsised crosswalks should be markadtextured so that
persons with visuaimpairments are able to identify th&treet edge Approval of raised
crosswalks within a public right of way requires Planning Commissioameendation and
approval from the Mayor and Commissioners.

Passive Crosswalks

Safe and frequent pedestrian crossiaigsa basic building block of theedestrian infrastructure.
A crosswalkis an area of roadway designated pedestrian crossings amla continuatiorof
the sidewalk across an intersectioblarked crosswalks should be straidgbt easy navigation
and perpendiculaio the sidewalks to minimize crosswa#agth. However, ensuring the safety
of crossings is the most important priordyd engineering judgment should bsed on a case
by-case basis. In locationshere a marked crosswalk alodees not provide a safe crossing,
additionaltreatments like buHlouts, refugeslands, and signage may be consideaxeensure
pedestrian safety draccess.

ActiveCrosswalks

Traffic signals provide protected crossiogportunities for pedestrians antay be used with
other solutiongategorized as either passive or actiVeaffic signals can be especially effective
at maintaining vehicle flowvhile limiting vehicle speeds to provide safe and comfortable
pedestriarenvironment. However, such speedjulation requires numerous trafgnals on a
single street and theareful coordination of traffisignal timings.

Pedestrian signals work imgjunctionwith traffic signals to assign rigitf-way at intersections.
Pedestrian signalare appropriate at all intersectiomsth traffic signals where crossing is
permitted. Using symbols and colorshey should provide a clear distinctibne t we & In k ¢ w
and A do thatis readdylidenifiable for peopleth limited vision.

Leading Pedestrian Interval Timinmproves the visibility of pedestriarsy allowing them to
enter arintersection before vehicles witonflicting movements.

Countdown ®nals let pedestriarismow the exact amount of timremaining in the walk phase.
This type of signal is recommended at all pedestrian crossings on US 40 and MD 272.

Audible Signals indicate to persowo are blind or have low vision the direction inighit is
safe tocross. They should be installediatersections with new traffic signalactuated signal
timings, complextraffic patterns, or irregular traffiocvolumes. Traffic signals should be
retrofitted wherever there is a requistm persons wit visual impairments.

Pedestrian call buttons and kickplate#ow pedestrians to request a sigmdlase for safe
crossing. Audible cabuttons should be installed in conjunctiwith audible pedestrian signals.
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They should be conveniently locatadd ckarly marked to indicate therossing directions they
trigger. Tactile symbols may also be installed alongsidall buttons to provide crossing
information on lane configurations fpersons with visual impairments.

Curb Ramps

The Town of North East regres curb ramp installationn all proposedstreet intersections
Whereresurfacing, sidewalkmprovemers, crosswalksutility upgrades omlteration projects
are proposed within the public right of way, improvements shall be desigredmy with the
requirement®f the Americans with Disabilities AcAccessibility Guidelines.

Corner Radius

A corner ds t ur nihowfastraaiver ecas cothfortably na&etira. A tighter
turn or shorter radiutorces drivers to slow down allowinfpem b see pedestrians better and
stop more quickly. Slow corners with shottirning radii increase safety for pedestriaats
intersections by creating moselewalk space and less road space.

A decreased curb radius also allows ttee placement of curb ramphat arealigned parallel to
crosswalks. A 10turning radius is recommended fstreets with curbside parking. Fsireets
without curbside parking, a 2@irning radius is recommende&treets with significant volumes
of trucktraffic may also have tger corner radii.

Bulb-outs

Bulb-outs are extensions of the curb line at intersections that reduce the road wasectioss
for a |limited distance back from the <corner.
sufficient size, may be landscaped@ act as figatewayso to the bl o

Bulb-outs reduce the crossing distarfoe pedestrians, increase visibility fanotorists and
pedestrians, prevent illegaarking at corners, and providdditional room for people waiting to
cross the street. The addgghce maylso be used for street furniture likenches, bike racks,
and street trees.

Bulb-outs are also important faaccessibility because they providgace for curb ramps,
crossing buttonsand a safe waiting area. Bimilb-outs provide space fdous shelters and
increase the pick up amtitop off efficiency of transitWherever possible, a bullut locatedat a
bus stop should be designed abus bulbout. If a bus bulkbut is notpossible, the bulout
should bedesigned with special careo asnot tointerfere with bus movements. Trbalb-outs
can be used where sidewaiksuld otherwise be too narrow fplantings. Bulbouts can be used
at mid-block crossings and are benefiorthen combined with pedestrimefuges. All bulbouts
should extendnto the street no further than the ediehe travel or bike lane. Bubutsand
accompanying street furniture wikkquire additional maintenance.
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Refuge Islands

Refuge islands are located at crosswatkthe middle of streets tprovide a safavaiting area
for pedestriansThey may include curbs armbllards to ensure the safety of waitipgdestrians.

A refuge island maye part of a median or a staatbnefeature By allowing pedestrians to
cross only halfof the street and then wait, thefugeisland increases the number of gaps in
traffic that are safe for crossing. Whilecreasing the visibility of pedestriamossings, refuge
islands decrease tipercentage of pedestrian collisionsriegucingpedestrian/vehicle conflicts,
motor vehick speeds, and exposuime for pedestriansThe waiting area in refuge islands
should be in line with the crosswadnd as wide as the crosswatiuch thatpersons with
disabilities are able tpass through without obstruction.

T
ilu

T

T oy T

Traffic Calming

Traffic calming modifies the physicarrangement of a street to deflect thath of motor
vehicles and therebglows traffic. It provides a costffective alternative to traffic signals for
reducing motor vehicle speeds amdproving pedestrian safety. Twiypes of deflection are
discussed ithis sectim, vertical deflectionwhich slows traffic bymaking motor vehicles drive

overtraffic calming devicesand lorizontal deflectiorwhich slows motorvehicles by changing
the streewidth or course of travel.
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Vertical Deflection Speed Humps

Roadhumps are broad and genslipping mounds of asphalt addacioss the width of a street to

slow traffic. They are like speed bumpgcept they tend to be wider such thia slope of the

bump is more gradlia The Mayor andCommissionersof the Town of North East have
determined that there mé#e situationswhich are conducive to thastdlation of road hum),

for thepurpose of calming trafficSpeci fi ¢ design standards are i
East Neighborha Traffic Management Road Hump Program

Medians and Access Control

Medians increase safety by separatimgoming motor vehicle traffic anghinimizing turning

conflicts. Theymay be constructed with curbs painted stripeslandscaping, ocombined wih

pedestrian refuge islands. Mediaiso increase the safety of mark@dsswalks at uncontrolled
intersectionsMedians withlandscaping will beautify wide stredty breaking up large expanses

of pavement and making the street faehaller. Medians ao often cause natural traffic
calming. Median upgrades are recommended for all areas propod48 fote.40 bicycle and
pedestrian crossings and other locatjiaggeh as MD 272 at the south end of Town. Intense
median landscaping can also serve totcrea an fAur ban par kwayo ffeel
oncoming traffic headlight glare at night and a sense of increased pedestrian safety during the
day.

On-Street Parking

On-street parking slows traffic amacts as a buffer between pedestriand motor velles. It

increases theaumber of people on the street atigreby increases public safetyiagonal

parking may be used to narraireets but it causes serious confliotgth bicyclistsand is not
recommended On-street parking is the standard configimat for both residential and
commercial streets within North East.

Trails and Greenways

Trails
Anumberof trails and related fAgreen infrastruct
Townds planning area, and n eegreds pf conoectigity toon st

regional trails and greenways, both existing and planned. The most significant of these include a
part of the East Coast Greenway and a length of the Mas@m Trail System that follow
designated sections of MD 7 from Charleatoeastward to the intersection with MD 272, south
along Main Street, then southeast on Irishtown Road before temporarily diverging. The Mason
Dixon trail continues along Irish Town Road until it intersects with Old Elk Neck Road
whereupon the route curwenortheastward following the eastern boundary of Elk Neck State
Forest before continuing on to Elkton. The East Coast Greenway follows existing trails through
Elk Neck State Forest before exiting the Forest in its northeast corner and reconnectihg with t
MasonrDixon Trail on Old Elk Neck Road. Overall, both routes include about ten miles of trail.
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Imagery: U.S. Geological Survey courtesy of Google, Inc.  Elk Neck State Forest and Trails data added by Gradecak & Associates, Inc.

Elk Neck State Forest is approximately 3300 acres situated in central Cecil County consisting of
four separate tracts of land. Elk Neck State Forest is ¢peahe public for hunting, hiking,
horseback riding and mountain biking\pproximate trail locations are shown as green dashed
lines above.

MasonrDixon Trail

The Mason Dixon Trail connects the Appalachian Trail with the Brandywine Trail. This 193
mile long trail starts at Whiskey Springs on the Appalachian Trail, in Cumberland County, PA
and heads east towards the Susquehanna River, passing through Pinchot State Park en route. The
trail then follows the west bank of the Susquehanna south to Havreade & Maryland.

Across the rivein Perryville the MasonDixon Trail continues easbn MD 7, passes through

North East to Irish Town Road, on throuBtk Neck State Forest, then on to Iron Hill Park in
Delaware, north along the Christina River and Wilay Creek to the White Clay Creek
Preserve. The trail then heads northeast to its eastern terminus at Chadds Ford, PA on the banks
of the Brandywine River.
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Elk Neck State Park Trails

Elk Neck State Park is located on MD 272 at the end of the Edk IReninsula approximately

ten miles south of the Town of North East. Five hiking trail loops are located within EIk Neck
State Park as well as a number of camping areas. Detailed maps for Elk Neck State Forest and
Elk Neck State Park are available frame Maryland Department of Natural Resources.

Elk Neck State Park Hiking Trails

Trail Section Length Degree of Difficulty
Blue Trail 2.0 miles easy

Green Trall 1.0 miles moderate

Orange Trall 4.0 miles difficult

Red Trail 1.5 miles difficult

White Trail 0.75 miles moderate

Trail locations, points of access, and related parking areas are shown on the State maps.
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The Elk Neck Trails Association

The Elk Neck Trails Association is a volunteer organization that helps maintain and improve the
hiking trails within the Park. The Association is also working to identify problem areas and
opportunities for extending a trail link from Elk Neck State Park generally paralleling MD 272
north to the Town of North Ea pedesiiantndgiwortk and i nt e
the waterfront Town Park.

Trail linkages are proposed to the Town Park via Walnut Street, and a link is proposed to connect
along Thomas Avenue and Cemetery Road north to MD 7. Signage and related improvements
are desired to exparahd develop a true regional hikgiker and integrated pedestrian friendly
environment that will connect the Town of North East to neighboring communities and regional
bicycle and pedestrian networks

Water Trails

Through partnerships with local governngrtitizen associations, and nonprofit organizations
the Maryland Department ofNatural Resourcess working to build a statewide network of
water trails. To date, Maryland has over 600 miles of designated water Arailater trail
generally consists afteraction with the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, follows a
waterway, has an educational component involved with it and is typically maintained by a
specific entity or entities such as a municipal, county, state or federal agency, to easure us
safety, legal access and compliance with state rules, regulations and goals.

The Town of North East supports the creation of a water trail originating at the Town Park
located at the foot of Walnut Street. Connections to Elk Neck State Park and other
destinations, such as Charlestown and Perry Point are envisioned.

Greenways
East Coast Greenway

The East Coast Greenwagr ECG, is a project to create a nearly 3;@t& urban path linking

the major cities of thétlantic coast of theUnited Statesfrom Calais, Maineto Key West,
Florida, for nonmotorized human transportatioMaryland has been actively participating in

this initiative since1996. Thirty-t wo per cent o-fmile Mate iy doraphketd dsseff 1 6 6
road trail, and another fourteen pemt is in development. Most of the identified future trail is
either in development or planning, so goals in Maryland revolve primarily around finding routing
options in gap areamd creating linkages to other greenways and trail systems.

Elk Neck Peningla Greenway

The Elk Neck Peninsula Greenway is a planned greenway that would offer an excellent
opportunity for a true recreational passageway from Elk Neck State Forest through smaller state
holdings, possibly utilizing a portion of the Rodney Scott Baput Camp, and ending Btk

Neck State ParkThe Elk Neck Trail Committee has been working with property owners and
public officials to design and develop a narrow, natural sulfpeghway that would eventually
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stretch between the town of North East &l Neck State ParkThis greenway is almost
entirely forested and would connect 6,000 acres of publicyeoMand. Trails utilized by private
clubs currently exist in this area.

North East Creek Greenway

The Northeast Creek €enway is a potential greenwajong Northeast Creek. The town of

North East is planning a trail system to link the community parkhéodowntown business

district and continue north along the creEktablishment of this greenwayould protect water

quality, wildlife, and fish spawning sitea Northeast Creek. The greenwaguld include the

hi storic cover ed b ranmkdg & araestablizhed pail at Cecil Gomrhuhity an d
College. Plans for this trail include acquisition and easemantgrgeted development areas.

The Town has obtained a number of easements for this greenway as part of development project
approvals.

Lower Susquehanna Heritage Greenway

The Lower Susquehanna Heritage Green{&B8HG) is a norprofit organization whosmission

is to stimulate local economaxctivity by developing a linkage betweenr natural, historic and
cultural resources.This linkageis a series of land and watexcreational trails that weavhe

past intothe future while promoting an understanding and apprecidtothe character of this
region. As part of a statewide system of Heritageeas, the LSHG is responsible for
implementing a local management plalargetingt he areaés waterfront
Greenway includes designated trails and public lands along both banks of the Susquehanna
River. Potential exists to create pedestrian and bicycle connections between Nor#mdEast
Perryville and the other parts of the Lower Susquehanna Heritage Greenway.

Maps and Graphics
The following pages provide graphic and spatial detail regarding specific Transportation

planning concerns and improvements the Town would like to purgiheowgoing input from
citizens, businesses, and State and regional planning partners.
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