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TOWN OF NORTH EAST PLANNING COMMISSION

CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION

Use. Section 1-207. Annual Report — In General; the Town of North East
Planning Commission hereby adopts the following Annual Report of the WNorth
East Planning Commission, filing same with the Mayor and Commissioners and
the Secretary of the Maryland Department of Planning.

North East Planning Commission

X2 L,

Brian C. M

Chairmguf
May 6, 2015

Date
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MAYOR

Robert F. McKnight

VICE-MAYOR

Kena L. Koch

COMMISSIONERS

Eric B. Braley
Hilary A. Crothers-Moore
Kena L. Koch

Paul A. Stark

EX-OFFICIO TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION

Eric B. Braley

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

Melissa B. Cock-MacKenzie

CLERK-TREASURER

Anne F. Fazio
(January-October)

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

Ken Natale
(October-December)
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Planning Commission Members

Brian Morgan, Chairman
Mark Dobbins, Vice-Chairman
Commissioner Eric B. Braley, Ex-Officio
Michael Kline

Ranald Langille

NORTH EAST PLANNING COMMISSION

The North East Planning Commission, acting under authority granted by the
Annotated Code of Maryland — Land Use. Title 2. Planning Commission. Subtitle
1. Organization and General Authority, regulates the development of land in the
Town of North East. The Planning Commission consists of five members
appointed by the Mayor and Commissioners. The Planning Commission’s
duties are outlined in the North East Zoning Ordinance and the North East
Subdivision Regulations.

When the Planning Commission has business to conduct, they meet on the first
Wednesday of each month beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the North East Town Hall
Meeting Room, 106 South Main Street. In addition, special meetings or
workshops may be held throughout the year. The Planning Commission
meetings are open to the public.
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PLANNING STAFF

Zoning Administrator

Melissa B. Cook-MacKenzie

Director of Planning

Betsy Vennell

Planning and Zoning Assistant

Bill Weisel
(January-February)

Lisa Rhoades
(March-December)

Secretary to the Planning Commission

Bill Weisel
(January-February)

Lisa Rhoades
(March-December)

Town Attorney
Dennis S. Clower, Esquire

Town Engineers

CNA, Inc.

Entech Engineering, Inc.

Contracted Services

Mark Gradecak, Gradecak and Associates
Patricia Lemmerman, ASLA Registered Landscape Architect

Severn Trent Environmental Services, Inc.
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POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

The powers and duties of the North East Planning Commission are found in the
North East Zoning Ordinance, Section 9-5. Powers and Duties of the Planning
Commission.

1. The Planning Commission may:

(a) Make studies and recommend to the Mayor and Commissioners
plans, goals, and objectives relating to the growth, including
annexations, development and redevelopment of the Town and
develop a comprehensive plan in accordance with the provisions of
Article 66B of the Annotated Code of Maryland.

(b) Develop and recommend to the Mayor and Commissioners
policies, ordinances, administrative procedures and other means
for carrying out plans in a coordinated and efficient manner.

(c) Make recommendations to the Mayor and Commissioners
concerning proposed zoning classifications and reclassifications.

(d) Hear and decide applications for land development and approve
subdivision plats and site development plans.

(e) Make recommendations to the Board of Appeals on special
exceptions.

1] Prepare and forward to the Mayor and Commissioners an annual
report in accordance with Article 66B of the Annotated Code of
Maryland.

(2) Exercise any other powers as set forth in Article 66B of the

Annotated Code of Maryland.
2. The Planning Commission may adopt rules and regulations regarding its
governing procedures and operations not inconsistent with the provisions

of this Ordinance.

3. The Planning Commission may delegate authority for review and
approval action to the Town Administrator as deemed appropriate.
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NORTH EAST COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

The Comprehensive Plan is the official statement of the Mayor and
Commissioners of the Town of North East setting forth policies concerning
desirable future growth, which serves as a general guide to public and private
development decisions. Once adopted, it becomes the basis for the preparation
of specific policies, programs and legislation, such as zoning and subdivision
regulations, and other actions, which implement the growth policies set forth in
the Plan.

The Plan is comprised of several major elements that are prepared in such a
manner that they form an integrated, unified document for guiding future
growth and development. As a policy document, it is general, comprehensive,
and long range in nature. It is comprehensive in that it encompasses the entire
geographic area of the Town and includes all functional elements that bear
upon its physical development, such as transportation, land use, and
community facilities. It is general in that it summarizes policies and proposals
but does not establish detailed regulations. It is long range in that it looks
beyond current issues to problems and opportunities related to future growth
over the next twenty years.

There were no amendments to the North East Comprehensive Plan in 2014.
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Changes to Development Patterns in North East

There were no changes to the development patterns in North East in 2014.

Town of North East Growth Area Map
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PROCESS IMPROVEMENTS

North East Zoning Ordinance Amendments

There were 3 amendments to North East Zoning Ordinance in 2014.

ORDINANCE 2014-03-01: An ordinance of the Mayor and Commissioners of the
Town of North East for the purpose of amending the Town of North East Zoning
Ordinance: Article 3. Definitions. Parking space-off street and Article 6-8. Parking
regulations. Paragraph 3. (a.)Design standards; to delete the requirement for a 180
square feet off-street parking space size and to provide a minimum off-street parking
space size of 9 feet by 18 feet. Amending section 6-29. Assisted living facilities/group
homes. Paragraph 1. To delete the requirement for a residential group home to
provide evidence of a state and federal license; amending paragraph 4: to delete
conditions for a residential group home and adding a provision that large
institutional group homes shall be subject to conditions of section 6-29. Amending
paragraph 4.c. To delete the requirement for residential group homes to be subject to
a 1500 foot distance requirement from other group homes and adding a 1500 foot
distance requirement for large group homes/assisted living facilities. Amending
paragraph 4.d. To delete the sign requirements for residential group homes and
adding text which provides for permitted signs in article 7. Signs; deleting paragraph
5. Which provided for signs for large institutional group. Amending the table of
contents, paragraph re-lettering and re-numbering, page numbers and index pages
to reflect changes to the text. The Ordinance was approved by the Mayor and
Commissioners on March 26, 2014 and became effective on April 5, 2014.

ORDINANCE 2014-12-01: An Ordinance of the Mayor and Commissioners of the
Town of North East for the purpose of amending the Town of North East Zoning
Ordinance: Article 5. District regulations. Section 5-4. “R-0: Residential-Office
District Regulations. To delete paragraph 1.d. Private clubs, lodges and recreational
buildings. Amending paragraph 1.e. To delete the provisions for hospitals, sanitoria,
clinics, nursing homes and orphanages. To amend paragraph 4. To delete the
reference to infill development. Amending article 6. Supplementary regulations.
Section 6-26. Adult oriented commercial enterprises and services. To amend
paragraph 7. To add smoke shops into the use classification. Adding definitions for
smoke and/or smoking shops, smoke lounges and electronic vaping devices.
Providing categories for electronic “e”-cigarettes, e-cigars and e-pipes; e-cigarette
vaporizers, e-cigar and/or e-pipe vaporizers, vaporizer devices and/or shops; tobacco
stores and/or bars; vapor shops, and similar uses and establishments. Adding a
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new use category to Article 6-26. Adult Oriented Commercial Enterprises and

Services. Paragraph 9. Bail bondsman office or bail bond agents and providing a
definition which identifies this as a person or corporation that will act as a
surety and pledge money or property as bail for the appearance of persons
accused in court. Amending the table of contents, paragraph re-lettering and
re-numbering, page numbers and index pages to reflect changes to the text.
The Ordinance was approved by the Mayor and Commissioners on December
22, 2014 and became effective on January 1, 2015.

ORDINANCE 2014-12-02: An Ordinance of the Mayor and Commissioners of
the Town of North East for the purpose of amending the Town of North East
Zoning Ordinance: Article 7. Signs. Section 7-23. Electronic message signs and
reader board signs. Amending paragraph 1. F. To add a provision for a time
and temperature display. Amending paragraph 2. Institutional electronic
message signs/reader board signs to remove the requirement of paragraph 1.c.
And to add paragraph 2.e. To permit messages to change no more than once
every 30 (thirty) seconds, and to add paragraph 2.f. To provide for time and
temperature displays 24 hours per day and when located within a residential
district, the brightness level shall be reduced from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.
Amending the table of contents, paragraph re-lettering and re-numbering, page
numbers and index pages to reflect changes to the text. The Ordinance was
approved by the Mayor and Commissioners on December 10, 2014 and became
effective on December 20, 2014.
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MEETINGS AND WORKSHOPS

The Planning Commission conducted 8 meetings and 1 workshop in 2014.

PROJECT STATISTICS

Minor Subdivisions Reviewed: 0
Site Plans: 2
Modified Site Plans: 2
Special Exceptions: 5

ROADS DEDICATED TO THE TOWN IN 2014

There were no public roads dedicated to the Town in 2014,

SUBDIVISIONS, SITE PLANS AND MODIFIED SITE PLANS

Transit Oriented Development Workshop: The Transit Oriented Development
Advisory Committee and North East Planning Commission conducted a
workshop to review public comments regarding the North East Transit Oriented
Development Plan. The Committee made a recommendation to the Mayor and
Commissioners to adopt the concept Transit Oriented Development plan and
location for the transit site. The Mayor and Commissioners adopted the Transit
Oriented Development Plan.

Pier One Parking Lot- Modified Preliminary Site Plan and Landscape Plan:
Review of a 6,844 square foot parking lot to serve the Pier One Restaurant at 1
North Main Street, North East, Maryland: Owners: Vincent and Pamela Cirino.
Also found on Tax Map 400; Parcel 139 and 371. General Commercial Zoning
District. The North East Planning Commission conditionally approved the
Preliminary Site Plan and Landscape Plan for Pier One Parking Lot.
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Pier One Parking Lot — Modified Final Site Plan and Landscape Plan: Review of
a 6,844 square foot parking lot to serve the Pier One Restaurant at 1 North
Main Street, North East, Maryland: Owners: Vincent and Pamela Cirino. Also
found on Tax Map 400; Parcel 139 and 371. General Commercial Zoning
District. The Planning Commission conditionally approved the Modified Final
Site Plan and Landscape Plan for Pier One Parking Lot.

AUTOZONE Concept Site Plan: for a proposed AutoZone located on Lot 2,
North East Station Shopping Center. Applicant: AutoZone Development
Corporation, 123 Front Street, Memphis, Tennessee. Property Owner: North
East Station LLC, KIMCO Realty Corporation, 3333 New Hyde Park Road, New
Hyde Park, New York. Also found on Tax Map 31, Parcel 1314. Zoning
District: HC-Highway Commercial. The North East Planning Commission
conditionally approved the concept site plan for the Auto Zone Store.

AUTOZONE Preliminary Site Plan for a proposed AutoZone located on Lot 2,
North East Station Shopping Center. Applicant: AutoZone Development
Corporation, 123 Front Street, Memphis, Tennessee. Property Owner: North
East Station LLC, KIMCO Realty Corporation, 3333 New Hyde Park Road, New
Hyde Park, New York. Also found on Tax Map 31, Parcel 1314. Zoning District:
HC-Highway Commercial. The North East Planning Commission conditionally
approved the preliminary site plan for the Auto Zone Store.

AUTOZONE Final Site Plan for a proposed AutoZone located on Lot 2, North
East Station Shopping Center. Applicant: AutoZone Development Corporation,
123 Front Street, Memphis, Tennessee. Property Owner: North East Station
LLC, KIMCO Realty Corporation, 3333 New Hyde Park Road, New Hyde Park,
New York. Also found on Tax Map 31, Parcel 1314. Zoning District: HC-
Highway Commercial. The North East Planning Commission conditionally
approved the final site plan for the Auto Zone Store.

SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS

CASE A-2014-01-SE: Applicant, Kevin McDevitt, 8 Mauldin Avenue, North
East, Maryland, is requesting a special exception for the purpose of opening a
Pub/Restaurant at 26 South Main Street, North East, Maryland. Property
owner: Maynard Bare, 1171 North East Road, North East, Maryland. Also
found on Tax Map 400, Parcel 0270 in the General Commercial Zoning District.
The North East Planning Commission recommended approval of the Special
Exception, with conditions.
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